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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Deveztor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations con- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 


Arrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 
INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the ‘‘Board 








of Trade Journal’ dated 8th May, 1919, gives detailed 
instructions to exhibitors. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, 
S.W.1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Bcard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 
Londen, I.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 4, 
Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, S.W. 1. 
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OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special ee affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 


The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
lt is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shorld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
oerne and Intelligence), 78, Basinghall Street, 

n on, oWe e 





FORM K. 


Hi.M. Consular Officers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can be 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
European references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K”’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


41. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
‘(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘lorm K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. « 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 


RAILWAY RETURNS. 
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE IN 1918. 


A summary of the returns of capital, revenue, and 
expenditure of railways in the United Kingdom for the 
years 1916, 1917 and 1918 is given under ‘‘Commercial 

teturns’’ in this issue. The summary shows that as 
compared with 1917 there was a decrease in capital 
amounting to £33,000, which is accounted for by the 
entries under ‘‘Loans’’ in Scotland. Previous returns, 
given on page 293 of the ‘‘Journal’’ of 7th March, 1918, 
and page 24 of the “‘Journal’’ of 2nd January, 1919, 
show that the capital increases were £6,090,000 between 
1914 and 1915, and £2,822,00U0 between 1915 and 1917. 
This gives—allowing for the decrease in 1918—a. total 
capital increase in the period 1914-1918 of £8,879,000. 

The average rate of dividend or interest exceeded, for 
the first time during the war, the 1913 average of 3.63 
per cent. For 1918 the figure is given as 3.70 per cent. 
The following table shows that while total receipts again 
increased, the proportion of working expenditure to 
them was greater than in the previous year (the pro- 
portion in 1914 was 63 per cent.) :-— 








1916. 1917. 1918. 
1,000 £. 1,000 £, 1,000 £. 
Total receipts ............ 154,468 168,721 197,293 
Expenditure ............+.. 102,520 115,994 143,342 
TE DRED. cecicvecssecess 51,948 52,727 03,951 
Proportion of working 
expenditure to total . 
PERE. siccnvesscccncs 66 p.c. 69 p.c. 73 p.c. 





COAL. 


WEEKLY OUTPUT IN TONS. 

Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended 6th September are 
given below. 

The production for the week shows an improvement 
of 154,880 tons, which is due to an advance of nearly 
200,000 tons in the output of Yorkshire—from 490,630 
tons to 687,609 tons. Yorkshire is now within 80,000 
tons of the output before the strike of 764,731 tons (week 
ended 12th July). 











District. 16th Aug. 23rd Aug. 30th Aug. 6th Sept. 
Northumberland 224 817 215,200 225,503 219,985 
ae 632,137 606 831 646,671 613,276 
Yorkshire _............. 19,917 162,638 490,630 687 ,609 
Lancashire, Cheshire 

and North Wales... 419,982 418.892 426,702 417,560 
Derby, Nottingham 
and Leicester ...... 538,343 559 263 564,188 567,931 
Staffordshire, Shrop- 
shire, Warwick and 
Worcester _......... 302.098 534,416 340,492 343,872 
South Wales and 
Monmouthshire 904,464 975,558 950,389 934,492 
Other English Dis- 
Se sac iaceeaecenas 89.819 94 936 94.085 95,473 
ere 594,922 622 028 616,332 629,665 
I Nagi 5.726.499 3.989.762 4,354,983 4.509.863 











SUMMARY SINCE MAY 81. 
The total production weekly of coal since 31st May, 
1919, is given below :-— Tons. 


May 3lst ... 4,812,595 
June 7th ... 4,644,034 
June 14th ... 3,256,508 
June 21st ... 4,736,841 
June 28th ... 4,806,933 
July 5th =. 4,728,588 
July 12th ... 4,796,148 
July 19th ... 3,893,652 
July 26th ... 2,537,954 
August 2nd 3,614,776 
August 9th 2,642,895 
August 16th 3.726,499 
August 23rd 3,989,762 
August 30th 4,354,983 
September 6th 4,509,863 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





THE PROFITEERING ACT. 

We give in our “‘“Government Notices’’ Section the 
text of an Order, dated 9th September, which has been 
issued by the Board of Trade under the Profiteering Act, 
1919. It sets forth the Regulations for Local Com- 
mittees and Appeal Tribunals under the Act. 





CAPITAL ISSUES. 

fhe sreasury announce that applications for per. 
mission under the Defence of the Realm Regulation 
30F to raise capital in this country where the proceeds 
of the issue are to be applied for capital purposes out- 
side the United Kingdom will in future be dealt with 
by the Board of Trade. All communications with regard 
to either new or pending applications should be ad- 
dressed to the Secretary, Capital Issues Committee, 
Board of Trade, Gwydyr House, Whitehall, London, 
S.W.1 


THE MARINE DEPARTMENT. 


APPOINTMENY OF MARINE SURVEYORS AND 
BKSAMINERS OF MASTERS AND MATES. 

An examination for six appointments as Engineer and 
Ship Surveyor, three appointments as Ship Surveyor, 
and six appointments as Nautical Surveyor, will be held 
in London on Tuesday, 18th November, 1919, and fol- 
lowing days. One appointment as Examiner of Mas- 
ters and Mates will also be made through the examina- 
tion for Nautical Surveyor, if a candidate is found 
qualified for this post. 
ment must apply on a special application form, which 
may be obtained from the Assistant Secretary, Marine 
Department, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, Lon- 
don, S.W.1. 

The list of candidates will be closed on Friday, 10th 
October, and no application received after this closing 
day can be considered for the examination of November, 
1919 

Limits of Age.—Candidates must be within the following 
limits of age on the first day of the examination : — 

Engineer and ship surveyor .................. 25 and 40 











CY | sis rsd s ociuhanicinicnitssinnsedspinasenbiad 25 and 40 
POET oo cccvcsnssnccccenetoesseunenn 25 and 45 
Examiner of masters and mates ......... 25 and 45 


Nationality.—A candidate must be a natural-born British 
subject and the son of a father also a natural-born British 
subject: provided that exception to the latter condition may 
be made in the case of a candidate who has served in His 
Majesty’s Armed Forces during the war. ° 

Salary.—The salary of surveyors and examiners commences 


on appointment at £300 per annum, and increases (subject 


to the Board’s approval) by £15 per annum to £450 per 
annum. At present there is a war bonus in addition of 
20 per cent. of the salary plus £60 per annum, making an 
inclusive salary of £420 per annum. 

Surveyors and examiners are eligible for promotion to 
higher grades an a scale, exclusive of war bonus, of £500 to 
£600 per annum. 

Conditions of Appointments.—Surveyors and examiners 
will be required to give their whole time to the duties which 
may be required of them, and will not be allowed to carry 
on any other business, profession or calling whatever. They 
must be prepared to perform duty in any port in the United 
Kingdom to which they may, for the time, be assigned. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


BRITISH COMMERCIAL COMMISSIONER FOR 
j GERMANY. 

Colonel J. W. F. Thelwall, M.C., has recently been 
appointed Senior British Commercial Commissioner 
in Germany, and is now at Berlin, where he may be 
addressed at the British Military Mission, Berlin. 

From 1909-14 Colonel Thelwall was unsalaried Vice- 

Consul at Frankfort. He was for some time in charge 

of the Economic Section of the Army of the Rhine at 

Cologne, and has subsequently been attached to the 

British Military Mission at Berlin. 

The duties of the British Commercial Commissioner 
in Germany will be analogous to those of a Commercial 
Secretary. 














Any person desiring appoint-: 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—contznued. 
TRADE COMMISSIONER IN EAST AFRICA. 


With reference to previous notices which have ap- 
peared from time to time in the ‘‘Board of Trade Jour- 
nal’’ regarding appointments made in the enlarged 
Trade Commissioner Service in various parts of the 
British Empire, the Board of Trade have now approved 
the appointment of Lt.-Col. W. H. Franklin, D.5.O., to 
the post of His Majesty’s Trade Commissioner in East 
Africa. 

Col. Franklin has had a wide experience in the import 
and export trade of Newfoundland, in which Dominion 
he was interested in coal, lumber mills and sealing 8.5. 
companies. Col. Franklin also represented the Stan- 
dard Oil Company of New York and the Steel Company 
of Canada, while he further acted as Cuban Consul in 
Newfoundland. 

It is proposed that Col. Franklin shall remain at 
headquarters until the end of October, when he will 
leave this country for East Africa and take up his official 
duties at Nairobi. 








EXHIBITION AT CARACAS. 


The forthcoming exhibition at Caracas was originally 
announced as an agricultural exhibition, and was to 
have taken place in March last. It has been postponed 
on different occasions, and has now been finally fixed 
for 19th December next. It has also extended its scope, 
as it is now spoken of as a National Exhibition, and 
according to the latest advices from His Majesty's Con- 
sul, there is an opportunity for the exhibition of British 
sanitary equipment, which is of special importance in 
view of the fact that the Venezuelan Government has 
under consideration a scheme for the installation of a 
proper drainage and sanitary system for the city of 
Caracas. 

H.M. Minister at Caracas, who is at present on 
leave in this country, states that there is a large demand 
in Venezuela for glass, earthenware, jugs, basins, etc., 
and also for cheaper kinds. It might therefore be op- 
portune for manufacturers of this class of article to 
exhibit. It should be borne in mind that the present 
rate of exchange between this country and Venezuela 
is an inducement to Venezuelan buyers to purchase in 
this country. As stated above, the date fixed for the 
exhibition is 19th December next, and, provided full 
particulars of goods to be exhibited are supplied by 31st 
October next, arrangements can probably be made for 
receipt of these exhibits up to 20th November. British 
firms desirous of participating are invited to consign ex- 
hibits to Victor Maldonado, Caracas, who is willing to 
undertake all responsibility free of charge. Consign- 
ments for Caracas should be shipped to the port of La 
Guaira, which is served by the Royal Mail Steam 
Packet Company, the Leyland Line and the Harrison 
Line. 

A recent cablegram from His Majesty’s Representative 
at Caracas states that it is necessary to know as early 
as possible the classes and quantity of British exhibits, 
as accommodation is scarce. H.M. Representative 
states :—‘‘British exhibits consisting of sanitary articles 
already filled one room.”’ 





TRADE JOURNALS FOR NORWAY. 


The British Consul at Bergen states that the most 
suitable associations in Bergen to make use of United 
Kingdom trade and technical journals are :— 

(a) Technical Journals—Bergens Ingeniorforening og 
Bergen Arkitektforening, 28, Olaf Kyrres Gate. 

(b) Trade Journals of a more general character— 
Bergens Handelsforening, 25, Ovregaten. 

It is unnecessary to have English journals translated. 
Certain journals, which are now being received at the 
Consulate dealing with the motor industry, would be 
used to the best advantage if they were sent to the 
leading club, ‘‘Den Gode Hensigt,’”’ of which neatrly all 
the principal business people of the town are members. 


- 
 — 








Special Articles. 


RAILWAYS IN SOUTH CHINA. 
DEVELOPMENT SCHEMES. 


When one considers the vast area, population and 
resources of China, there is little doubt that the country 
will shortly witness great activity in the development of 
its railways. Railway construction has been in abey- 
ance since 1914, and although conditions at present are 
too unsettled to promise any immediate resumption on 
a large scale, plans have been laid for several extensive 
schemes. Consequently, a brief review of the proposals 
already mapped out in South West China deserves the 
serious attention of British investors, railway con- 
tractors, and manufacturers of railway material. 

Railways which are completed and in operation, to- 
gether with the proposals under consideration, can be 
seen sketched in the accompanying map. Railway con- 
struction south of the Yangtze has not, up to the 
present, kept pace with that in North China, where 
there are few navigable waterways. In the South, on 
account of many excellent rivers, the need has not been 
so urgent. 








PRESENT LAILWAYs. 

The railways south of the Yangtze already constructed 
or under construction are:— 

(1) The Shanghai-Nanking Railway, connected through the 
Tientsin-Pukow Railway with the railway systems of North 
China. Length 204 miles. (Completed.) 

(2) The Shanghat-Hangchow-Ningpo Railway. Length 218 
miles. (Completed from Shanghai to Hangchow, 118 miles, 
and from Ningpo to Pokwan, 60 miles, and a mile or two 
from Hangchow towards Pokwan.) 

(3) The Changchow-Amoy (Changhsia) Railway. Length 20 
miles. (Completed.) 

(4) Swatow-Chachowfu (Chaoshan) Railway. 
miles. (Completed.) 


3) 


Length 2 


(5) Canton-Kowloo'n Railway. Length 111 miles. (Com- 
pleted.) 
(6) Sunning Railway. Towshan to Kongmoon. Length 


between 80 and 90 miles. (Completed). Extension from 
Sunning to Yeungkong has been partly constructed and a 
branch to Canton has been surveyed. 

(7) Canton-Hankow (Yueh Han) Railway. 
structed.) 

(8) Canton-Samshui Railway. Length 30 miles. Branch 
of Canton-Hankow Railway (Completed.) This line, in spite 
of steam launch competition, is credited with earning some 
£4,500 per mile per annum. 

(9) Yunnan Tongking Railway. From Yunnanfu to Hai- 
phong. Length 634 miles, of which 289 are in China. (Com- 


(Partly con- 


pleted. ) 
(10) Nanchang Railway. WKiukang to Nanchang. Length 
80 miles. (Completed.) 


(11) Changsha-Chuchow-Pinghsiang Railway. Wength 65 
miles. (Completed.) The Changsha-Chuchow section, length 
33 miles, is to become part of the Canton-Hankow Railway. 

PROPOSED RAILWways. 


The following are some of the railways which have 
been proposed :— 

Chungking or Suifu in Szechuan to Yunnanfu, and from 
Yunnanfu to Pakhoi or Kwangchow in Kwangtung with a 
branch from Nanning in Kwuangshi, 100 miles north-west 
of Pakhoi, to Langson in French Indo-China. Length about 
600 miles, 

This railway connects the hinterland of South Weat 
China with the Yangtze and with Szechuan, and also 
gives it communication with the sea, while the proposed 
branch to Langson connects it with the railways of 
French Indo-China. Before the war this line was to 
have been financed under a French contract. 

The route would be from Pakhoi to Yamchow, and 
thence to Nanning, from Nanning over the Yukiang 
River, a branch of the West River, to Poseh, the highest 
point reached by motor boat traffic, and from Poseh to 
Kuchingfu, and thence to Yunnanfu. No great diffi- 
culties in the construction of the line present themselves, 
and the cost is estimated as being less than that of the 
French Haifong Yunnan Railway. 

The line would provide an outlet to the sea for the 
products of Western Kwanghsi, Kweichow and East 





360 THE BOARD UF TRADE JOURNAL. 


SEPTEMBER 18, 1919. 





SPECIAL ARTICLES—continued. 





Yunnan. The Yunnanfu-Suifu section would provide 
a possible new outlet for the products of the rich pro- 
vince of Szechuan. The topographical difficulties, how- 
ever, are great, and the cost of construction will prob- 
ably be high. The high cost of railway transport would 
probably ensure the continued use of the Yangtze valley 
for the carriage of Szechuan products to the sea, and 
the chief use of the Yunnanfu-Suifu section, if con- 
structed, would rather be to carry part of the produce of 
Yunnan northward to the Yangtze than to act as a feeder 
for the Yunnan-Pakhoi line. 

The Yunnanfu-Talifu section of the Yunnanfu-Burma 
Railway appears quite feasible, and if constructed should 
bring to the Yunnanfu-Pakhoi Railway part of the pro- 
duce of Southern Szechuan, and perhaps Thibet, be- 
sides opening up the richest part of the Yunnan Pro- 
vince. 

The Shasi-Singyifu Railway, which is mentioned 
below, should bring to the Yunnan-Pakhoi line muclt 
of the produce of Kweichow. The Nanning-Langson 
branch would provide a line of communication between 
the railways of French Indo-China and Canton by 
means of the proposed Nanning-Canton line. 

RESOURCES OF YUNNAN. 

The chief agricultural products of Yunnan are rice, 
wheat, maize, beans, sugar-cane, walnuts, ete., and 
hides and furs are exported. Yunnan is regarded as the 
richest mineral province in China, and its resources in- 
clude coal, copper, silver, gold, zinc, iron, tin, antimony, 
bismuth, quicksilver, nickel, sulphur, platinum, tung- 
sten and salt. The value of the mineral wealth is, 
however, unknown, owing to the unscientific methods 
of mining hitherto adopted. Tin is, however, produced 
near Mengtze in sufficient quantities to export. There 
are indications that sufficient coal for railway purposes 
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is to be found near Kuchingfu, as well as iron and copper 
in the Yangtze River district of Yunnan. Along the 
Yukiang valley agriculture is limited to the valleys, 
but cattle grazing in the hills may be materially in- 
creased. Rice, wheat, maize, millet, beans, buckwheat, 
sugar-cane, potatoes, groundnuts, cotton, bamboo, raw 
silk and indigo are the principal: agricultural products, 
and hides are an important item of export. Deposits 
of pottery clay and coal are reported midway between 
Nanning and Poseh, close to the Yukiang River. Below 
Nanning the railway would have to face the competition 
of waterborne traffic, as motor boats ascend as far as 
Nanning except at very low water. Coal is reported at 
Yamchow. The population to be served by the railway 
is estimated at 7,500,000. 
Cuucnow-Cuincnow Rariway. 

The proposed Chuchow-Chinchow Railway will run from 
Chuchow in Hunan, south of Changsha to Chinchow (Yam- 
chow) or Pakhoi in Kwangtung, via Paoking (with a branch 
to Chenyuan), Kweilin, Liuchowfu and Nanning. Alternate 
routes for this project are (1) from Liuchowfu, via Kweihsien 
to Kwangchow and (2) following the Canton-Hankow Rail- 
way to Hengchow, and thence via Yungchow to Kweilin. 

This railway is under an American contract. It would 
open up parts of Hunan and Kwanghsi, and with the 
Nanning-Langson branch mentioned in the foregoing 
project, the Nanking-Changsha Railway, which is re- 
ferred to below, and the Shanghai-Nanking Railway, 
would form part of a main line between French Indo- 
China and Shanghai. 

The country tapped by this railway produces beans, 
bamboo, nutgalls, tobacco, wool, oil, raw silk «and 
timber. Kweichow is reported to be rich in minerals, 
but, as in Yunnan, their value is as yet unknown. 
Nitrate of potash is the chief mineral exported. Coal 
is found near Kweiyang and on the western border. 
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Sxasi-Sineyiru Ral_way. 

From Shasi on the Yangtze River in Hupeh, via Changte 
and Shenchow in Hunan to Kweiyang, the capital of Kwei- 
chow, and thence to Singyifu, and possibly on to Yunnanfu. 

This railway would run through the heart of Hunan 
and Kweichow, and provide these provinces with means 
of access to the Yangtze River on the one hand and the 
Yunnan-Pakhoi Railway (1) on the other. The Singyifu- 
Chenyuan section would, with the Paoking branch of 
the Chuchow-Chinchow Railway (2) and the Chuchow- 
Nanking section of the Nanking-Changsha Railway, pro- 
vide direct. railway communication between Yunnantu 
and Shanghai. 

NANNING (IN KWANGHSI) TO CANTON, 

This railway would, with the Yunnan-Pakhoi Railway, pro- 
vide direct railway communication between Yunnanfu and 
(anton, and by means of the Nanning-Langson branch, be- 
tween Canton and French Indo-China. On the other hand, 
its earnings would be seriously affected by competition with 
the waterborne traffic of the West River, and the cost of 
construction through the gorge section would be high. 

KWEILIN (IN KWwaANGHSs1) TO WvucHow. 
This railway would open up part of Kwanghsi province. 
YuNNAN-BuRMA. 

This proposal is for a line from Yunnanfu to Hsiakwan, 
and to Tengyueh and Bhamo, with a branch north from 
Hsiakwan to Talifu, and a branch south from Hsiakwan to 
Kunlong in Burma. 

This railway presents great engineering difficulties, 
and the cost would be high. It would therefore prob- 
ably be years before an adequate return on the capital 
expended could be expected. 

Tur Canton-Macio (Kvuane Ao) Ratiway. 

The line is te run from Tongchun (Canton) to Macao, with 
a short branch line from Chén Chun to Kongmoon. Its total 
fength is to be 116 miles. It has been sanctioned by the 
Ministry of Communications, and work was to be commenced 
én March, 1919. 

LimcuHow or Kwanecnow ro Canton. 

The route proposed is either through Kochow, or nearer 
the coast with connection via Limchow with the French 
indo-China Railway system. 

This railway would run more or less parallel to the 
proposed Nanning-Canton Railway, and would compete 
with it in furnishing connection between Canton and 
Yunnan through a country in which there would be no 
water competition, and would run through the produc- 
tive West River Delta country, with a population of 
over 15,000,000. It would run either through Kochow 
or by a route nearer the coast, with connection via 
Limchow with the French Indo-China railway system. 

The remaining proposals are: —Yeungchun to Yeungkong, 
Waku to Hangchow, and Nangking-Changsha Railways. 

The last will run from Nangking via Nanchang to 
Pinghsiang, and thence by Changsha, Chuchow, Pingh- 
siang Railway to Changsha. This line binds up parts of 
Kiangsu, Anhui and Kiangsi. It is to run from Nan- 
king via Nanchang to Pinghsiang and thence by the 
Changsha-Chuchow-Pinghsiang Railway to Changsha. 

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS. 

Regarding China generally, it is advisable to remem- 
ber that the railways already in existence have wrought 
«emarkable changes in the habits and industry of the 
people. Regions which are not accessible to and have 
not been opened up by railways form an interesting 
contrast in this respect. Lack of easy communications 
has caused each district to grow all its own requirements, 
ani the interchange of commodities grown in different 
<listricts hag been limited. It is not to be expected, 
therefore, that a new railway would be immediately 
remunerative in provinces such as Yunnan and 
Kweichow, which have always been handicapped by 
lack of communications. But experience in North 
China shows that the Chinese are not slow to see the 
advantage of growing in each district the crops most 
suitable to that district, and interchanging them for 
the produce of other districts. The provision of good 
means of communication is also likely to lead to the 
growing of produce on land at present unproductive, 








SPECIAL ARTICLES—continued. 





and tc a more intensive cultivation, and possibly to the 
introduction of irrigation schemes. The building of 
railways is conducive to industrial development, and 
possibly to mining development in both Yunnan and 
Kweichcw, thus providing freight for new railways. 
Moreover, the railways run through well-populated 
country, and an immediate passenger traffic is assured. 
INVESTMENT ATTRACTIONS. 

Practically all the railways of North China pay, and 
the traffic on all lines is steadily increasing. Irom the 
investor’s point of view the prospects of railway develop- 
ment are promising, and even proposals which are in 
themselves unattractive will be in a much stronger po- 
sition when they form part of a comprehensive railway 
syste. 

Within the next 25 years it may be expected that 
50,090 or even 100,000 miles of railway will be built, 
linking up all the principal ports of China. The Canton- 
Samshui line earns approximately £4,500 per mile fer 
annum in spite of steam launch competition. Con- 
nected with the schemes of railway construction in the 
Canton district is the project for making a deep-water 
port ten miles below Canton and connecting this port 
with all the railways running to Canton. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 


ITS COMMERCIAL FUTURE. 

Although the United Kingdom holds the largest share 
of the trade of British East Africa, it is probable that 
the changed conditions which are at present affecting 
competition in all markets will produce a keen struggle 
for the supply of manufactured articles to the Pro- 
tectorate, and for a share of its raw materials. Before 
the war our chief competitors were the Germans, who 
were firmly established on the East coast of Africa. 
They had several old-established and first-class firms 
trading there, who lost no opportunity in pushing their 
business. They were very well served by excellent 
lines of steamers running between the Protectorate and 
Europe, four ships every month, and also a fortnightly 
connection with Bombay. German shippers obtained 
preferential rates, and they received all the credit they 
needed from banks in Germany. 

The trade with India was also, and still remains, in 
keen competition with that of Europeans, and as the 
manufactures of India develop this competition is 
likely to become still greater. 

The Indian community plays a very important part 
in the commercial affairs of the Protectorate. In all 
the leading towns and districts its members are well 
represented, and their scope is continually extending. 
Their activities are particularly marked at Mombasa, 
Nairobi and Kisumu, the three most important towns, 
where it is at’ once apparent that the European trading 
element is much in the minority. Indian merchants 
are engaged in an extensive export trade with all parts 
of the world in connection with all the products of 
British East Africa and Uganda. 

Several Indian firms have, since the war, interested 
themselves in South African manufactures—jams, bis- 
cuits, tobaccos, cigarettes, confectionery, wines and 
spirits, fruit, syrups, chocolates, ete.—and it must be 
recognised that the growing manufactures of the Union 
of South Africa will seek a permanent outlet in adjacent 
territories. 








COMMUNICATIONS. 


The island of Mombasa is the gateway to British East 
Africa and Uganda. It contains two ports, the original 
port of Mombasa on the East side, and the newer port 
of Kilindini on the West side. 


MomMBASA. 


The port of Mombasa is entered direct from the south 
by a straight, deep channel, the anchorage space is deep 
but limited, and there is little swinging room for 
steamers exceeding 300 feet in length. For this reason 
only small vessels use this port under ordinary condi- 
tions. There is no quayage, all vessels lying in the 





THE 


BOARD OF 











TRADE JOURNAL. SEPTEMBER 18, 1919. 








SPECIAL ARTICLES—continued 





stream which, in the south-west monsoon, is subject to 
a heavy swell. 

The landing conditions are crude. There are two 
small piers, each with a steam crane capable of lifting 
up to three tons deadweight, at which the lighters go 
alongside, and at low w ater spring tides the lighters 
are frequently aground. Cargo is hoisted on to the 
piers, whence it is man-handled up a steep winding 
ascent to the Customs go-downs in a narrow street at 
the top, or to a small open area in the immediate 
vicinity. The nature of the landing place prevents the 
use of any vehicles, and all cargo ‘has therefore to be 
portered until it reaches the street above, whence it can 
be placed on narrow four-wheeled carts drawn by native 
or Indians, for delivery in the adjacent Customs go- 
downs or to the consignees’ stores in the neighbourhood. 
There are no railway “facilities at the Port of J Vlombasa, 
the nature of the old Arab town, with its congested 
buildings and narrow, tortuous streets, prev enting a 
approach of any railway. The nearest point of rail ts 
about a mile distant. 

VOLUME OF TRAFFIC. 

The average number of import packages per month 
landed at Mombasa for the year 1911-12 was about 
50,000, or equal to 4,500-5,000 tons. During the war, 
however, Mombasa was called upon to handle consider 
ably more, but these special conditions are no criterion, 
and consequently it would be misleading to quote 
figures of cargo landed during the period of the war 
It should be noted, however, that most of the cargo 
handled at Mombasa consists of handy packages, such 
as boxes of tea, soap, milk, candles, wines and spirits. 
Heavy or bulky cargo is confined as much as possible 
to the port of Kilindini. 

Unlike import cargo, all homeward export cargo is 
shipped entirely at the shipper’s expense, the steamer 
only bearing the cost of stevedori ng the cargo on board, 
and in this connection many exporters employ private 
lighters and dhows, which are put alongside the 
steamers independently of the particular lighterage 
contractor for the steamer 


KILINDINI. 

The port of Kilindini, on the west side of Mombasa 
Island, lies between the island and the mainland. It : 
approached from the south side of the Island by a ene, 
deep channel with a right-angled bend half-w: ay in. 
The channel is well sheltered. not of a great w idth, and 
with a strong inward or outw ard current, according to 

the flow or ebb of the tide. i 

The harbour of Kilindini is quite smooth and very 
deep—the depth in most places extending to close along- 
side the shore on either side. The extent of the harbour 
is sufficient to accommodate many steamers, of any 
size or draught, while immediately adjoining Kilindini 
is the fine land- locked bay of Port Reitz, in w hich, if 
necessary, a large number of vessels could anchor in’ 
deep, smooth water. 

The port has no quayage for berthing vessels, the 
facilities consisting of a small pier for the discharge of 
lighters only. A scheme for the construction of w harves 
has been in abeyance since the beginning of the war. 


Rattway Factuitits 


The railway system operating ehasialionait British East 
Africa is the Usanda Railw av, and it embraces all rail- 
way and steamer services in both the British East and 
Uganda Protectorates. The main line runs from Mom- 
basa to Kisumu, a distance of 584 miles. This is the 
main artery of communication in this territor y, travers- 
ing, as it does, the principal farming districts. 

There are also two branch lines; one to Thika, which 
is @ rich coffee, fibre and trading centre, and the other 
from Voi to Taveta, provi iding a june tion between the 
Uganda Railway Sy stem and the Tanga Railway of the 
Northern German East African trunk line. A branch 
line was also completed just before the war to Magadi 
to the soda deposits. The cost of this line was financed 


by the Magadi Soda Company. 
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A line is projected from Nakuru (which is situated 
between Nairobi and Kisumu, the Port on the Lake at 
the main rail terminus) to Nasin Gishu, a settlement 
100 miles north of the main railway line. It is possible 
also that the Uganda Railway will link with the Congo 
Free State—to Kilo for example, where the Belgian 
gold mines are worked. 

RoaDs. 

The country is fairly well provided with roads and 
tracks. In some parts the settlers have made these 
themselves. Most centres in the Highlands can -be 
reached by vehicle, and in many cases by motor, during 
the dry season. In wet weather the roads get very. 
sticky ‘and travelling is difticult 


BANKING AND CURRENCY. 

The ¢c urrency of the country is the Indian rupee, but 
the British sovereign is also lezal tender. The Govern- 
ment issues notes In rupees of v arying denominations 
against the deposit at the Treasury in Mombasa of rupees. 
or sovereigns. They will not issue against deposit in 
London. With the exception of the subsidiary nickel 
coins, the Government imports no coin. This is done 
by the banks, who c amen. ly have to finance the 
whole ountry. At the same time the banks are rot 
allowed to issue their own notes. The notes issued in 
Zanzibar are not interchangeable with those issued in 
British East Africa, neither are the German rupees in 
use in conquered territory legal tender. 

CREDIT AND EXCHANGE. 

7 systet m In vogue for trade is, whether foreign or 
local, principally the Bill of Exchange. Very little is 
leis on Gas ws terms, nearly everything on credit. In 
pre-war times German oe did a very large import 
trade, and encouraged -the credit system. It was not 
unusual for them to — bills from the per ge at 150 
days’ sight after the landing of goods, and then at 
maturity to accept local biils in payment, Ww with another 
90 or 120 days to run. In this way it was frequently 
nearly a year from thé time the goods were shipped until 
the arrival of the money in payment in Europe. -Other 
firms were, to a large extent, obliged to follow this lead 
in order to obtain business. 

Since the outbreak of war efforts have been made to 
reduce credit, but still more needs to be done in this 
direction. The banks locally refuse, as a rule, to dis- 
count for longer than 60 days, but bills from abroad are 
frequently drawn at 90 or 120 days’ sight. Exchange is 
not added to these bills at the time of negotiation, but 
they carry the following clause: ‘‘Payable at the bank’s 
drawing rate for demand drafts on London with interest 
at 6 per cent. per annum added thereto from date 
hereof to approximate due date of arrival of the remit- 
tanee in London.’’ Asa general rule bills from abroad 
are drawn “‘Documents against Acceptance.”’ 

INDIAN TRADE. 

With regard to trade with ngage which is a very 
considerable and increasing item, an entirely different 
banking system prevails. Either the merchant in 
British#East Africa cables the mor ley across in advance, 
or else bills are drawn at sight or short currency, and 
documents are deliverable against payment. Exchange 
between the two countries is merely nominal, owing to 
the same currency being in use. 

In dealing w ‘th an Indian bazaar of the nature of that 
at Mombasa, thé principal buying centre of the Indian 
firms both for British East Africa and Uganda, it is 
very advisable, if not necessary, for a firm doing a large 
business to be directly represented. The man on the 
spot can then examine each bill as it comes out and 
make up his mind whether the firm on whom it is drawn 
is still worthy of credit. This system was universally 
adopted by German firms, and in most cases they used 
to indent for the goods themselves on their home firms 
and sell their goods ex warehouse, Mombasa. Most of 
the big importing firms trading here now are als 
directly represented. 
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As regards exports, the method of drawing is either 
under established Letter of Credit or else documents are 
deliverable only against payment of the bill. Irom a 
banking point of view the former is, of course, prefer- 
able. 

RESOURCES. 


Timber is, at present, one of the greatest assets of the 
Protectorate. Of the total timbered area of 157,000,000 
acres in the Protectorate, 2,000,000 acres are forest 
reserve, but this does not constitute the whole of the 
forestry area, as 5,000,000 acres of land have already 
been alienated, and of this total several hundred 
thousand acres must be considered as forest areas. 
The greater part of the timber of the country is to be 
found in the Highlands, and certain companies possess 
very large areas. A number of narrow gauge lines have 
already been laid from the main line to those parts 
where operations are being carried out. 

Future For TIMBER EXPORTS. 

The industry will probably develop into a very im- 
portant one in the near future. Many saw mills are 
now operating in various parts of the country, and al- 
though nothing has yet been accomplished on a large 
scale in turning out timber for export purposes, the 
material is at hand, and with the advent of normal 
times the mills will have an opportunity of concentrat- 
ing their energies on meeting the demands of the terri- 
tory, and turning their attention to the possibilities of 
an export trade. 

The potentialities in the latter connection will, of 
course, depend to a very large extent on railway facilities 
and freight charges. The Government already have 
the question of improving the harbour facilities under 
consideration, with a view to coping with the export of 
timber. 

There are large quantities of timber available, suitable 
for railway construction work—sleepers, wagon making 
—furniture and mine props. The chief timbers are 
described below. 


IRONWOOD. 


Ironwood, botanically known as Olea hochstetteri?, \s 
almost identical with the ironwood growing in South 
Africa, and known there by the botanical name of Olea 
laurifolia. This wood has been used by wheel makers 
and wagon builders for heavy transport wagons, as it is 
noted for its great strength and durability. It is also 
suited for railway coach building—especially for the 
floors and under framing—wood block paving, railway 
sleepers, bridge building, ox yokes, axe, pick and tool 
handles, furniture, joinery and internal decorative pur- 
poses such as panelling. For the latter purpose it is 
said that the beauty of the grain is unsurpassed, its 
peculiar lights and shades giving it the appearance of 
marble. 





RED STINKWOOD. 


Red Stinkwood is botanically known as Pygeum 
Africanum. It is principally known as a very good 
wagon wood, being mainly used by wheel makers for 
making felloes and hubs of heavy transport wagons and 
for making yokes. It would also make good furniture, 
but owing to its scarcity is not utilised for the latter 
purpose. Some of the trees, which are very large, are 
found scattered in the highlands of British East Africa 


YELLOW-WOOD. 


Yellow-wood—the botanical term being Podocarpus 
tracilier, or Podo—is believed to be the same as the 
Podocarpus elongata, or Outeniqua Yellow-wood that is 
found in the Cape forests at Knysna, South Africa. It 
is also found in German East Africa, from where it was 
exported to Hamburg as ‘‘African Pine.’’ Timber mer- 
chants anticipate a great future for this timber. Its 
qualities are well known for house construction work, 
such as flooring or lining-boards. It also makes good 
railway sleepers when creosoted. 

Cedar, or Juniperus procera, grows in nearly all the 
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forests of the Protectorate. It is particularly useful for 


making pencil slats. 
PRINCIPAL EXPORTS. 

The principal items at, present are hides and skins, 
fibre, grain and oil seeds, coffee, copra, carbopate of 
soda, borites (rafters), ivory, wool, potatoes and rubber, 
and these constitute over 90 per cent. of the total export 
trade of the Protectorate. 

HIDES AND SKIN6. 

The details of the exports of hides and skins for 

1916-17 are as tollows :— ; 





Description. Cwt. Value. 
£ 
a TUNED. sniarennessantereutiinns 31,981 123,396 
No. 
Ny TI ccndenesonecsaccannes 81,616 772 
Skins, Goat ...... AA | ahiel 510,981 31 ,294 
Skins, Wild Animals .......... 2,399 587 
EE... isascisdisedactiadsccschoquian 156,056 





Practically all hides and skins were exported to the 
United Kingdom, less than 4 per cent. of the total going 
to other countries. 

As the cattle industry continues to make great pro- 
gress under the energetic guidance of the Director of the 
Agricultural Department and some private individuals, 
in the face of almost impossible difficulties which have 
generally to be contended with in a new country, it is 
right to assume that the export of hides and skins will 
in future be a very important factor in the exports af 
the Protectorate, 

FIBRE. 

Fibre represents the second largest item of export, 
with a value of £129,555. Sisal (Argrare regida) is 
the principal plant cultivated in the Protectorate, and 
produces 98 per cent. of the entire production of fibre. 
The industry has only been established since 1908, and 
since then almost uninterrupted steady progress has 
been maintained. At present it can be considered the 
premier crop of the Protectorate. The United King- 
dom took practically all of the output of 1917-18, but a 
small amount went to Italy. 

IMPORTS. 


The following table, being figures for the year 1916-17, 
gives an indication of the value of British East Afriza, 
and Uganda as a market for United Kingdom goods :— 


« 














oo 

Soe 

Value of be 3 > 

Imports Sz 

ra Total fromthe 5-6 

Description. Value. United Emp 

Kingdom. 25S 

£ £ p.c. 

Cotton piece-goods .................. 1,060,997 413,506 40 
RS RIES ee eon ne a 291,319 185,311 68 
Spirits, wine, ale and beer ......... 162,384 96,482 66 
I I SN ids isnnndedscacnedccedn 133,772 3,304 3 
Tobacco, cigars and cigarettes ... 101,383 55,823 56 
IE A iy eee a 91,674 1,151 ‘1 
Vehicles and parts thereof ....... 83,812 51,873 62 
ROT ETL eT IN 70,548 67,491 96 
Machinery and parts thereof ....... 68,934 61,654 89 
IIE = Sncosksdnenedbasheepusiens 64,566 1,126 2 
Cotton manufactures, unenumerated 62,185 45,797 74 
Cutlery and hardware ................ 02,137 23.988 46 
Haberdashery and wearing apparel 47,399 37,110 78 
Implements, agricultural ........... 46,125 40,931 89 
ia cca scecamniaee ies 44.71? 2 — 
Building materials .................... 34,304 19,330 56 
leather and leather manufactures 30,340 22;585 74 
Iron and steel manufactures ...... 30,057 24,185 8&6 
SE. Nnsachcindviaiasishatneianiallety 29,954 25,038 86 
a oa a 25 , 257 _ — 
NS 7 ik htitiinigiecepeReevts dees 21,109 20,987 99 
, pectin tere, Saree 21.023 — — 
ME bored atehi da cle sksh si cepsnaksebinbete 11,394 1,005 g 
EEE ST arn ee Meee CO ee as WO 11,242 66 — 
Arms and ammunition ............... 5.780 3.422 59 
Se I is i dcaihcnis scvdnainote 421,711 242,167 §9 
WE: Siac atckevam 3,024,123 1,452;774 48 
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NOTES ON TRADE—continued. 


Notes on Trade. 


{While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be yuoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. ] 


SWEDISH BANKS AND FOREIGN TRADE. 
The Society of Swedish wholesale provision importers 
has approached the Swedish banks on the subject of re- 
imbursements, pointing out that before the war Swedish 
importers paid for their goods in foreign money by means 
cf reimbursements effected through a Swedish bank, 
the chief centres for such transactions being London 
and Hamburg. With the blockade of Germany Ham- 
burg lost its position, and the increased import into 
Sweden from the United States of America resulted in 
payments in dollars in New York. 

In their opinion the Swedish banks have been sufii- 
ciently prosperous during the war to command respect 
abroad, and this should also be the result of recent 
Swedish banking amalgamations. Therefore, they re- 
quest the banks to take steps to ensure that in fu.ure 
xveimbursements shall be arranged in Sweden in pounds 
sterling or dollars, made out by the Swedish bank— 
and net through British or American baaks. The 
motive put forward is that as so many middle-men will 
thereby be eliminated, the costs for arranging reim- 
bursements could by this means be considerably re- 
dueed, 

So long as the demand for goods exceeds the supply 
it will be difficult for Swedish importers to enforce this 
arrangement against foreign exporters to Sweden, but 
when the supply of goods exceeds the demand, sellers 
will probably be compelled to accept the buyer's con- 
ditions. The banks have replied that they think this 
arrangement will be most beneficial to the country, and 
that they will do their best to bring it into force. 














RATES OF EXCHANGE AT REVAL. 

A telegram received from His Majesty's Commis- 
sioner at Reval gives the rates of exchange in Reval 
on 9th September as follows :— 

285 Duma Roubies. 

1,000 Kerensky Roubles. 

240 Petrograd Roubles. 
Esthonian Marks. 


U.S. Dollar for 


£1 sterling exchanged for: 
250 Esthonian Marks. 
75 Finnish Marks. 
90 Reichsmarks. 
102 Ost Marks. 


51 Ost Roubles. French Franc fer ...... ij 
115 Romanoff Roubles Reichsmark for ........ 2:75 

; (High Value). Swedish Krone for...... 13°50 
125 Romanoff 25-Rouble Danish Krone for ..... 11-50 
Notes. Finnish Mark for .... 3°15 

140 Romanoff foubles Petrograd Rouble for 1:05 


(Low Values). 





INTERNATIONALISATION OF 
PATENTS. 

The International Congress, held at Brussels during 
the week from 3lst August to 6th September, at 
which representatives of all the principal countries 
were present, advocated the internationalisation of all 
patents. M. Watters, Belgian Minister of Industry 
and Works, suggested that the city of Liége should be 
chosen as the future seat of the Universal Union of 
inventions. Italy was represented at the Congress by 
no less than 60 members. 


PROPOSED 





THE SOUTH AFRICAN MINT. 


By an Act passed by the South African Legislature 
the cost of administering the Royal Mint at or near 
Pretoria.is to be a charge on the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund—the yearly payment not to exceed £40,000 for 
all expenses of maintenance. This payment is to take 
effect as from the day a branch of the Royal Mint is 
established at or near Pretoria. 


_— 
—— 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE, 


BRITISH INDIA. 
DIRECTION OF TRADE. 


The following Return, compiled by the Department of 
Statistics, shows the Imports and Exports of Merchandise 
(7.e., exclusive of Treasure and Government Stores) by Sea 
from and to the Principal Countries in the twelve months. 
April, 1918, to March, 1919, as compared with the corre- 
sponding period of the previous year :— 











VALUE OF TRADE IN MERCHANDISE. 
(APRIL TO Marcn). 





——- <=ns 


1918-19. | 











1917-18. 
onsen Exports Importsof Exports Imports 
of Indian ' foreign of Indian of foreign 
mer- mer- mer- mer- 
chandise. chandise. chandise. chandise. 
British EmpirE— R(000) R(000) | R(000) | R«000) 
United Kingdom .. 60,23,25 | 81,77,14, 70,03,61 | 77,00,12 
Gibraltar a 1,95 1,17 4,45 3.76 
Aden and Depen- 
dencies .. 7 1,33,06 | 99,12 1,76,73 SU 19 
Ceylon — she 9 65,83 2? 40,65 10,11,24 2.98 49 
Straits Settlements, 
including Labuan §,62,01 5,24,66 7,02,31 9,61,47 
Hongkong .. 4,08,33 | 1,34,96  4,88,55 1.78.95 
Egypt én ..| 24,40,07  1,03,74 ; 14,63,63 1,63,60 
Cape Colony 83,64 | 9 1,04,92 70 
Natal ; a 1,77,22 | 5,54 2 24,59 15,33 
Mauritius and De- | | 
pendencies __(in- 
eluding Seychel- | 
les) cs 44 1,29,16 1,038,505 1,26,96 256,18 
Fast African Protec- | 
torate ma 57,93 42,38 | 68,80 1,06,69 
Zanzibar and Pemba 38,63 | 48,31 | 43,86 | 78,15 
Canada sd se 2 32,16 7,56, 2.41.88 5,13 
British West India | ! 
Islands oe 35,71 1 | 40,63 © —_ 
Australia (including 
New Zealand) 6,25,11 | 90,57 | %7,28,42 | 217,36 
Other British Pos.’ 
sessions 2 42,26 53,25, 206,62 31,07 





Total British Empire 1,22,56,32 _ 











96,37,70  1,26,37,20 


97,05,42 











FOREIGN CouUNTRIFS— 
Russia as 
Sweden 
Norway 
Germany 
Holland 
Belgium 
France 
Spain 
Switzerland 
Italy i 
Austria-Hungary .. 
Turkey, Asiatic 
Arabia 
Persia ‘ 
Borneo (Dutch) 
Java. ; 
Sumatra 
Siam sin 
Indo-China, etc. 


Chine (exclusive of 
ong song and 
Macao) 
Japan - 7, 
Portuguese E. Africa 
Italian East Africa 
United States of 


America .. _ 
West Indies P ual 
South America 
Oceania ae i 
Other Foreign Coun- 

tries 


Total Foreign Coun-, 
tries 


‘ 


Grand Total R 
(1,000) 


_— hl 
t,de 


8.62.30 
84.48 | 
37.44 | 


852,61 
2 60,25 
1,72,39 


3.15 63 | 


3,04 


142,47 
1,65,63 


4 36,68 
34,09,94 
59,30 


8,10 | 


30,46,08 | 


2,22,30 
3,98,75 


17,53 | 


161,77. 


13,11 


77,70 | 
65,08 | 


(a) 1,07 | 


61,55 © 


64 
1,63,02 
42,39 
39,86 


1,77,04 | 


(a) 6,26 
58,64 
39,40 


1,10,31 | 


30,19 
11,71,60 
6,12 


55,54 


5 


207,37 | 
18,26,30 | 
5,86 | 


26,59 


11,8138. 
s 


5 
4,38 


_—-- 


33,00 | 





.. 1,10,87,13 





} \ 


(a) Cargoes of prize vessels. 


(b) Exports of Indian merchandise include the valuc of articles 


54,04,81 | 1,12,93,56 | 





2 33,43,45 | 1,50,42,51 


9 2¢ 


wey tse 
' 


_— 


14,13 | 


31,47 
9,28 
1,08 

$,82,05 


57,02 


15,25 , 


9,61,50 
14,79 
4,01,45 
1,54,98 
3,13,87 
2,05 
3,44,89 
34,55 
1,07,88 
2,50,03 


13 
07 
97 
78 


2,81 
29,14 
1,20, 
o, 
33,06,52 
1,93,17 


6,76,15 | 


42,85 


1,56,62 





48 
51,43 
90,24 
(a) 2 
25,35 

63 

1,79,07 
30,88 
45,87 
91,72 
45,10 
39 8] 








71,97,81 





(bj 
30,76 |1,69,03,24 


of national importance exported on Covernment accotnt. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 
WEEKLY CABLE. 


The Indian Trade Commissioner in London has received 
che following cable, dated 10th September, from the 
Director-General of Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta :—- 





SEASON. 


Rain nearly general throughout except in North-West 
frontier, where fall was local. Rainfall generally decreas- 
ing. More required parts Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa. 


C'ROPS. 


Cotton in the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, and 
rops other than paddy in Central Provinces, damaged by 
rain. Bombay Cotton Market declining. lully good 
Broach, April-May, quoted 457. Piece-goods Market very 
quiet. Calcutta Jute Market quiet. Hessians fairly steady. 
sackings steady but quiet. 





CANADA. 





COMBINES AND FAIR PRICES ACT. 

The Combines and Fair Prices Act, 1919, of Canada, 
assented to on the 7th July, aims at the prevention or 
punishment of any ‘‘combine’”’ acting, or likely to act to 
the detriment of the public, whether as consumers, producers 
or others. This Act repeals Chapter 9 of the Combine Inves- 
tigation Act, and the Acts of 1910. 

In the Act, a wide interpretation has been given to the 
term ‘‘ combine,’’ which is deemed to include mergers, trusts, 
monopolies, the control over the business of others, and any 
actual or tacit arrangement or combination having the effect 
of limiting transport, producing, manufacturing, supplying, 
storing or dealing facilities, preventing, limiting, cr lessen- 
ing manufacture or production, of fixing or raising a com- 
mon price, a resale price, a common storage or transport 
price, or restricting or controlling competition, production, 
manufacture, purchase, barter, sale, transportation, insur- 
ance or supply or otherwise. The term does not apply to 
workmen or employees, as such, acting for their own reason- 
able protection. 

Under it, any British subject, resident in Canada and ot 
full age, who is of opinion that a combine exists or is being 
formed, may apply for an order directing an investigation 
into such alleged combine, and fixing a time and place tor 
che hearing of the applicant and his counsel. 

The Commissioner of the Board of Commerce may forth- 
with, on his own motion, direct an investigation or give 
notice of a preliminary enquiry, at which attendance of 
witnesses and the production of books, documents, etc., may 
be enforced. 


Free or Repvucep Import Dety. 


The Governor in Council may admit any article free of 
duty or at reduced duty if satisfied, after investigation, that 
a combine exists to the prejudice of the interests of con- 
sirmers, 

PATENTS AND THE ACT. 


The owner or holder of a patent who makes use of his 


exclusive rights to unduly limit production or restrain or 


injure trade will be liable to have his patent revoked by the 
Exchequer Court of Canada. 


THe Boarp’s Powers 


The Board has powers to restrain and prohibit the viola- 
tion of the Act and all practices likely to unfairly enhance 
prices. 

An unfair profit will be deemed to have been made when, 


after enquiry by the Board, it shall have declared an unfair 


profit or enhancement of price to aave been made. 

The Board may order any operation of cold storage plant, 
packing house, cannery, factory, mine, warehouse or other 
premises where any necessary of life is prepared, manufac- 
tured, produced or held, to render a return stating kinds 
and amount of any necessary of life held, time when such 
was prepared, made or acquired, cost to holder, selling price 
and such other information the Board may require, includ- 
ing the full disclosure of all existing contracts or agree- 
ments. 

The Board may investigate the business and examine the 
premises, books, etc., of any person failing to make this 
return, appointing an examiner for this purpose. Access 
must be given to such examiner at any time, and any person 
required by the examiner to give evidence under oath or 
affirmation concerning the matters under investigation by 
che examiner must attend whenever required. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 
EGYPT. 








FOREIGN TRADE IN MAY. 

Hgyptian imports for May again showed a falling-off as 
compared with May, 1918, the figures being £E3,924,993, 
as against £H4,339,988. Exports, on the other hand, in- 
creased, the figures being £EK3,470,320, as against for i918 
£K3,122,706. 

Trade with Great Britain has suffered a steady and con- 
siderable diminution during the first five months of the year, 
the figures being : — 


Imports. Exports. 
£E. LE. 

BO BE. depeeanasinseanpie 6,556,027 10,641,283 
a TS - * schenedstivesnsaes 11,517,171 15,746,850 
During the same period Egyptian trade with France was: 

LE. LE. 
NE EEE.) bcanenndipabaasenns 856,754 3,504,413 
PE  insticctiownieeiaks 687,701 792,543 


With the United States of America :— 


£E. £E. 
SS > Sixes ecmbrciaueaes 1,018,724 2,469,947 
BPE. nanbedsenesetenans 148 608 2,432,699 
With Greece : — 
£E. £E. 
SP MEP’ — “euinsacsdacsbacdas 813,245 284 ,827 
TE EEE <kbaevesccnnaniens 797 481 218 662 
With China :— 
LE. LE. 
POY | sencccnmnneedeines 554,728 8,012 
EY « “Sdciahensiidinteens 407 ,045 3,948 
With Italy :— 
£E. LE. 
een ee 594 ,967 1,130,280 
a TE . -snddpaeateabadeow 894,648 567 ,559 
With Japan :— 
£E. £E. 
, 2. eens 645,437 559,246 
ee ee” - isissentmcieen 808 547 183,184 
With Spain :— 
£E. 4E. 
PE ersatdvesacetinses 97 ,855 246,778 
ee Sahedeevcniiesees 143,445 181 ,286 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 





RUBBER EXPORTS. 





lt is reported in an official cablegram from Kuala Lumpur 
that the Federated Malay States exported 10,626 tons of 
plantation rubber in the month of August, as against 8,640 
tons in July and 5,291 tons in the corresponding month last 
vear. The total export for eight months amounted to 69,983 
tons, compared with 51,554 tons for the corresponding period 
of 1918, and 51,761 tons in 1917. Appended are the com 
parative statistics for three years :— | 


1917. 1918. 1919. 














Tons. Tons. Tons. 

IEE .-  ecndidsscievveccsaes 5,995 7,588 7,163 
SII i) sss cciphaniipedinhbndins 7,250 6,820 10,809 
EES Screens ere rena 7 ,O88 7,709 = 10,679 
BE” <shaiticineaciniibeinnigbiblinnastie 5,955 7,428 7 ,€64 
TNE?” sbstinhaabbewndhdbenennddas 7,179 5,851 7.308 
SK’ poibibesiedidbacks initarideaices 6,009 5,161 7,094 
GE .: Saiemsataaaienennaaiadal 5,798 5,706 8,640 
BE: ss cutantinssvensneesnese 6,487 5,291 10,626 
 <étinniindsdenuss 51,761 51,554 €9,983 

RUBER LANDS RESTRICTIONS. 


The Under-Secretary of State, Colonial Office, announces 
ihat a measure was passed in the Straits Settlements of the 
Kederated Malay States, on Ist September, repealing the 
Rubber Lands Restrictions legislation. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 
EUROPE. 


NETHERLANDS. 
GERMAN AND BRITISH COMPETITION. 


The issue of the Dutch periodical ‘‘In- en Uitvoer’’ gives 
some interesting comparative statistics on the trade of the 
United Kingdom and Germany with Holland during the first 
half of 1919. 

It is to be noted that the figures showing the value of 
Dutch exports only include the price paid in Holland by 
the exporter for the goods exported, and do not take into 
account the exporters’ profit, nor do they take into account 
the value of the goods on their arrival in the foreign 
country. 











TRADE WITH THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The trade turnover in the articles mentioned in the trade 
statistics published reached a total in 1917 of 3183 million 
florins, and in 1918 of 794 million florins, and in the first 
half-year of 1919 as much as 217 million florins. 

The balance for the various periods is shown as foliows : — 

Florins. 
156,175,212 


1917—-United Kingdom imports into Holland ... 
162,383,543 


Dutch exports to United Kingdom 





Balance in favour of Holland in 1917 ... 6,208,331 
35,192,262 


1918—Imports from United Kingdom 
44,482,593 


Exports to United Kingdom 


eve eereeevreeer 


ore eeeeweeeereee 





Balance in favour of Holland in 1918 ... 9,290,338 
1919 (half-year)—-Imports from United Kingdom 179,456,592 
Exports to United Kingdom 37 660,910 


oeree ee ee wr ewer ee eee 





Balance in favour of United Kingdom for 


the first half-year 141.825 682 


eeeereeeereer eee eee eee eres 


CuieF Unitep Kinepom Exports. 

It the second half-year of 1919 presents similar statistics 
i» the first half-year, the total traae turnover with the 
United Kingdom will rise to 434 million florins; that is io 
say, 116 million more than in 1917, and 354§ million more 
than in 1918. The small balance in favour of Holland has 
been changed into a considerable balance in favour of this 
country. 

In view, however, of the Dutch method of computation oi 
export statistics mentioned above, tnis balance is actually 
somewhat smailer than would appear from the statistics. 

Tallow, of which there was practically no export from this 
country to Holland in 1918, was exported to the value of 
1-3 million florins in 1919. Wool and artificial wool, which 
were not supplied by this country in 1918, have been ex- 
ported during the first half-year of 1919 to the value of 2:8 
million florins. Cereals came principally straight from their 
countries of origin; as against the total importation of 
50 million florins from the countries of origin, only 1-3 
million florins came from the United Kingdom, The Dutch 
import of British coal amounted in the last three half-years 
respectively to 77,896, 34,799, and 194,833 tons. 

Holland has secured through the United Kingdom 48,500 
tons of Chilian nitrates during the first half-vear of 1919; 
during the same period she has imported 27,000 tons direct 
from Chili. Britain has delivered 17,700 tons of rough and 
hoop iron and plates (Germany 24,900 tons); England has 
hardly yet entered the market for railway material ; America 
delivered railway material to the value of 400,000 florins; 
Sweden, 1,200,000; Germany, 2,700,000; the United King- 
dom only 300,000. 

Of Dutch imports from this country, by far the most im- 
portant were those of yarns. cotton goods, and ready-made 
clothing. After being absent from the market in 1918, the 
import of yarns rose to a value of 27 million florins; those 
of cotton goods, carpets, woven goods, and ready-made 
clothing to 56 million florins, and these two groups of com- 
modities represent practically half of the total imports. 


Also, the importation of machinery was not inconsiderable, ° 


amounting to 4,700,000 florins. 


' 


Dutcu Exrorta To UNITED KINGDOM. 


The principal Dutch exports to this country for the first 


half-year of 1919 are:— 
Florins. 


NS Re a ne er 8.300.000 
ERA AER ne ier pee 5,490,000 
NESE aad eee 2 400,000 
I i ce catia cade 2.100.000 
Rape and other seed oils ......... 2,700,000 


It may be remarked that Holland is now exporting in 
place of margarine the raw materials for its manufacture. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 








With paper 6,900,006 florins, 
tioned aggregate in value 
export of 37,700,000 florins. 


the commodities already mep-. 
27,400,000 florins of a total] 


TRADE WITH GERMANY. 


The total trade turnover tor the articles mentioned jn the 
published statistics reached in 1917 the value of 379 million 
florins, in 1918 of 287 million florins, and in the first half 
year of 1919, 218 million florins. 


Ihe following figures show the movement for the various 
periods mentioned :— 


7 F] ‘Inc 

191/—Imports a re 174 030,458 
MURMPORCG CO TOWUIBRY ons vcsciccescssssesecees 205,211,549 
Balance in favour of Holland ............... 31,181,990 


1913—Imports from Germany 234,796,124 








Exports rer} : 

Pe I ditnntldiditacniinicrcnciens 92,983,309 
Balance in favour of Germany ............ 181,812,815 

i919 gota Ally sasha from Germany ......... 110,172,678 
i i te: ee anne a 117,522,179 
Balance in favour of Holland ............... 7,349 506 


_ If the same basis as that furnished by the first half-year 

is taken for the second half-year, the total trade turnover 

of goods should rise to 436 million florins; that is to say. 

— more than in 1917, and 149 million more than in 
IMPORTS FROM GERMANY. 


_ The import of coal in the three successive half-years dimin- 
ished from 745,778 and 386,864 to 279,387 tons. For Dutch 
cement, the figures are 65,264, 75,287, and 45,464 tons: for 
rough iron and steel they increased from 6,480 and 6,589 10 
15,257 tons; for forging iron and: hoop-iron and iron plates 
from 45,077 and 40,177 to 85,425 tons. It is to be noticed 
that Germany is the principal supplier of railway lines and 
similar material. After receiving practically no soda in 
1918, Holland has obtained from Germany during this year 
(,189 tons. The import of wood has been resumed on a 
larger scale, the figures rising from 40,382 and 97,410 in 
1918 to 178,391 tons in 1919. 

Pottery, porcelain, and glass were imported in much 
smaller quantities. 

Salt, being a mining preduct, follows the same line as coal, 
and decreased from 66,976 and 57,571 to 31,860 tons. The 
weight of machinery rose from 12,164 and 11,742 to 22,389 
tons; the rise in value was not in proportion, namely, from 
13,069,006 and 14,416,000 to 19,769,000 florins. 


Dutcu Exrorts To GERMANY. 


Food stuffs alone account fer 82,100,000 florins of Dutch 
exports to Germany. These, with articles of luxury, cigars, 
and cigarettes, amount toe 94,100,000 florins to a total export 
of 117,500,000 florins. 

Amongst the food stuffs may be mentioned 13,800,000 
florins fish ; 36,500,000 florins meat ; 12,200,000 pure butter; 
15,800,000 florins potatoes Coit : | 

Other exports of importance were cotton goods, of which 
12,500,090 florins worth were delivered to Germany, 





SWITZERLAND. 
GROWING IMPORTANCE OF BANKS. 





Yhe importance of Switzerland as a field for English banks 


cannot properly be judged on any pre-war basis or purely on 
the basis of Swiss foreign commerce. 

During the period of the war Switzerland, as an industrial 
and agricultural neutral, completely surrounded by belliger- 
ent Powers, became a natural clearing-house within certain 
artificial limitations, for the exchange principally of manu- 
tactured goods and of raw products. Since the signing of 
the Armistice there has been a marked tendency to increase 
the importance of Switzerland as a distributing centre, now 
that the artificial restrictions on trade are being removed. 
The development of this tendency has been the result ot 
several factors. 

GrowTH oF War TRADE. 

Switzerland, through its neutrality, its geographical 
position, and its diversified products and commercial 
interests, has been in active trade with all the principal, 
ind many of the minor, belligerent, nations throughout the 
war period. The foreign commerce of Switzerland, which 
in the year 1913 was represented by a figure of 1,919,816,000 
frs. in imports, and 1,376,399,000 frs. in exports, has been 
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IMPERJAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





estimated to have risen in 1918 to 2,339,498,000 frs. for 
imports, and 1,929,065,000 frs. for exports. 

Some percentage of this increase is chargeable to higher 
costs and sale prices, but as that percentage would not cover 
the entire increase, it is fair to assume that Swiss importers 
and exporters enlarged their foreign commercial connections 
during the last few years of the war. As many of these 
foreign connections were maintained under restrictions en- 
forced by belligerent Governments controlling certain 
classes of raw materials, the removal of such restrictions 
will undoubtedly result in an increased commercial activity 
in these established lines. In other words, Switzerland 
throughout the war has maintained, and during the last 
years of the war has increased, its commercial contact with 
neighbouring naticns. 


Swiss Franc IN ForEIGN EXCHANGE. 


The two great exchange media at present—the pound 
sterling and the dollar—will undoubtedly be the basis of 
practically all’ major international transactions for some 
time to come. There is room, however, particularly in 
Central and Eastern Europe, for a third exchange medium 
which has the requisite element of stability. It appears 
logical to assume that the Swiss franc will be in demand 
throughout neighbouring and adjacent countries, since as 
amonetary unit its value at par is identical with the French 
franc, the Italian lire, and the Spanish peseta, ani because 
of its firmness in the exchange markets of the world during 
the past five years. 

War Srapivity. 


The following table of high and low exchange quotations 
for foreign moneys, in terms of Swiss francs, since |st 
January, 1914, illustrates the firm position held by the 
Swiss franc in foreign exchange between that date and 
December, 1918 :— 

















High | Low. 
Medium. Par. - | -— a 
| Date, Rate. | Date. | Rate. 
‘Dollar , 5:1826 | Feb., 1915 5°49 | July, 1918 = 94 
French france. .| 100°00 do. 104°25 | do. 69-20 
Pound sterling .-| 28°S218 do. 26°36 | do. 18 SO 
ark .. i ..-| 123°457 Jan., 1914 123-17 | Dec., 1918 | 60°00 
ee 4. su ..| 100°00 June, 1914 99°86 June, 1918 | 43°50 
Crown (Austria- | | 
Hungary) .. --| 105-01 Jan., 1914 | 105:03 | Dee., 1918 30°50 
Rouble . .| 266 °67 do. 263°79 | Nov., 1917 55°00 
Florin wid ..| 208°3193 | Dec., 1915 | 229°50 | do. «| 188-00 
Crown (Scandinavia) | 138-89 Oct., 1917 | 184°00 | Dec., 1914 | 132-00 
Peseta - ..| 100°00 April, 1918, 116°75 | Jan.,1914 | 94°36 











The chief problem at present in selling to or purchasing 
from the countries of Central and Eastern Europe is the 
arrangement of a basis of payment which will be satisfac- 
torv to, and will protect the interests of, both purchaser and 
seller. 

MERCHANDISE EXCHANGES. 

The situation has led to the establishment of a large 
number of merchandise exchanges, ‘particularly between 
Switzerland and Germany, and between Switzerland and 
the former Austro-Hungarian Empire. The decentralisation 
of foreign trade, however, in consequence of the removal 
of Government controls, will make the cancellation of mer- 
chandise accounts by the shipment of merchandise a more 
dificult matter, and exporters and importers will again be 
likely to turn to banking facilities for the more expeditious 
handling of their sales and purchases. 


CENTRAL EUROPEAN TRADE 


The value of Switzerland as a distributing centre for 
goods for the neighbouring impoverished countries is likely 
to endure until political and financial conditions in those 
countries have so far improved as to make the storage of 
goods and the holding of credits against imports in those 
countries a fair and legitimate business risk. Even after 
the passing of Switzerland’s present prominence as a distri- 
buting centre, however, its great strategic importance as a 
banking and exchange centre will remain and may possibly 
increase. 

During the confused commercial and financial conditions 
which will exist in all countries of Central and Eastern 
European countries for some years to come, the merchants 
and bankers of those countries wil! doubtless tacitly adopt 
some stable medium of international border exchange. 
Owing to depreciation of the pound sterling, there are at 
present only two such possible media—the dollar and the 
Swiss france. The latter is not only respected in these 
countries for its stability of value, but is also a type of 
currency which is very familiar to them. The Swiss financial 
market is now, and will undoubtedly remain in the future, 
more sensitive to the rapid changes in the financial exchange 
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and commercial situation in Central and Eastern Europe 
than any other market. Switzerland, therefore, presents a 
central and most favourable point of vantage for observing 
general trade conditions in these countries. 


SWEDEN. 


CROP REPORTS. 
(From H.M. Consul-General.) 








STocKHOLM. 


A Report now being drawn up by the Central Statistical 
Bureau on the areas in Sweden under the various crops shows 
that the area under sugar beet is 14 per cent. greater than 
in 1918. It is anticipated that with an average harvest 
this year’s production will suffice to meet most of Sweden’s 
needs. It is also anticipated that requirements until the 
marketing of the 1919 production will be met by the stocks of 
sugar held, which on the Ist July aggregated 65,685 tons. 

The areas under peas and potatoes show a fair expansion 
heyond pre-war cultivation, and there are increases for 
spring wheat, fodder, roots, and tallow. Acreages which 
have shrunk are, notably, those of winter wheat and spring 
rve, and also those of winter rye, barley, and oats. 


1919 

Hectares. Hectares. 
I iiiiiinsniaeinncendes 3,834 947 3,793,763 
Winter wheat ..........cccsee0 126,482 107 ,257 
OE. ca sinasesseniqeupsaes 23 ,829 20,016 
TRI: icitennmetnacgcainnns 399,861 349,780 
Se a 27 ,674 30,350 
BE gbeiniveeescnquches fedeliaaniaaile 185,229 165,070 
SIs, « edlatenstnasilesdubencsniemnnie 732,808 710,824 
ID - ctensonsensanconnees 264,718 262,865 
RID liteiesinitcsieahdinicceeseetisipaahiiel 29,506 30,480 
SOW POORUATO © «2...000c0isse000: 114,525 111,433 
I TD is sciccnecncvincscacsnnces 30,434 36,034 
SINS ncn ceiaianiitabenmils 164,353 165,997 
PE DOI inch cccetecnsecees: 89,661 91,454 
TED. ictudiciniciinuinihinneniniey 270,207 296 ,957 
Temporary pasture ......... 1,357 ,280 1,347,978 


A hectare=2.47 acres. 





SUGAR IMPORT MONOPOLY. 


(From H.M. Uonsul-General.) 
STOCKHOLM. 


The Riksdag recently gave the Swedish Government the 
power to form a sugar import monopoly, which will thus be 
the only body to import sugar into Sweden. 

The reason for this step is that the beet growers have been 
guaranteed a minimum price, and as this price is compara- 
tively high, an unrestricted import of cheap sugar would 
result in loss to the Government, who would have to com- 
pensate the local industry. At the present time the price of 
imported sugar is higher than the price of Swedish sugar, 
but it is expected that the monopoly will be formed shortly. 

Recent estimates make it appear likely that the rationing 
of sugar will shortly stop, as Sweden now only requires some 
5,000 tons more to enable the ‘‘Folkliushallningskommission”’ 
to abolish the sugar cards at present in force. 


FAR EAST. 


CHINA. 


TRADE CONDITIONS IN THE KWANGSI AND 
KWANGTUNG PROVINCES. 


(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
HONGKONG. 


Although Fuchow is by far the most important centre of 
trade in Kwangsi, it possesses no important industries. The 
gross value of the trade of the port passing through the 
Maritime Customs amounts to about 17,000,000 taels, and 
that of the Native Customs trade to about 10,000,000 taels 
per annum. Its sole function is to act as an entrepdét for 
goods imported into or exported from the province. 

The principal imports from foreign countries are kerosene 
oil, matches, cigarettes, cotton piece-gcods (chiefly white 
and grey shirtings, flannelettes, towels and Japanese cotton 
cloth), cotton yarn and soap. A very large proportion of 
the export trade is made up of paper, rice, bamboos, fire- 
wood and live stock for native consumption, the articles of 
chief interest to foreign exporters being hides and skins, 
wood-oil and cassia. 

Fucnow INDUSTRIES. 
Tanning by native methods is carried on to a considerable 


extent at Fuchow, and it is stated that a tannery on more 
modern lines will shortly be established there. There are 
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three small machine and boiler shops where repairs to 
launches and the construction of motor-engines of the 
Bollinder type are carried on, and a foundry has recently 
been established in connection with one of these yards. 

The construction of waterworks is under consideration, 
and some progress has been made with the flotation of a 
company and the preparation of plans. 

There are no foreign merchants in Fuchow except the 
representatives of the kerosene oil and tobacco companies 
and a couple of small Japanese shops in the city. The im- 
port trade is entirely in the hands of Cantonese dealers and 
commission agents, and so long as this is the case the pros- 
pects of any great expansion are not very promising. 


NANNING. 


This city cannot yet be regarded as an important business 
centre. There are no local industries of any importance, 
with the exception of ae by native methods, the pro- 
duction of a coarse cotton cloth mainly used for military 
uniforms, and the manufacture of fire-crackers. The only 
machinery to be found in the city, apart from the electric 
light works, consists of four printing presses and three small 
rice mills, the latter being of Chinese manufacture. The 
Electric Light Works, which supplies a fairly efficient ser- 
vice, was built in 1915, and contains machinery of American 
and British make, with liquid fuel engines procured from 
Hongkong. 

Proposals for the installation of waterworks have been 
made from time te time, but in view of the unsatisfaciory 
financial situation it would be a matter of considerable 
difficulty to raise sufficient capital locally. 

Endeavours to convince the Chamber of Commerce of the 
desirability of introducing machinery for the better treat- 
ment of native produce intended for export, especially 
aniseed oil, which is one of the staple products of the 
province, have not met with much success. Under present 
methods of conducting the export trade the use of 
machinery would be extremely difficult, production being in 
the hands of a great number of small landowners, none of 
whom possess any considerable amount of capital. They 
have promised, however, to consider the possibility of im- 
proved methods of preparation and marketing. 

In connection with the trade in aniseed oil it may be 
mentioned that a company, with a capital of 40,000 dols. 
has been established to undertake the cultivation of aniseed 
trees on a very large scale in the neighbourhood of No Ming, 
about 30 miles from Nanning. 


NANNING AS A MARKET. 


As regards the import trade an inspection of the goods 
displayed in the principal shops does not give the impression 
that Nanning offers a promising market for British manu- 
factures. There is a small business in white shirtings and 
other piece-goods, and soap and cigarettes of British manu- 
facture are also on sale, but on the whole the only foreign 
goods conspicuous in the city are cheap Japanese wares— 
matches, patent medicines, clocks, socks and underwear, 
enamelled utensils and other sundries, all sold at prices 
with which European manufacturers could not possibly com- 
pete, and one gained the impression that the people had 
little money to spend on anything beyond the barest necessi- 
ties of life. 

From discussions with merchants familiar with other parts 
of the province similar conditions evidently prevail through- 
out the whole of Kwangsi, and there can be little hope of 
any great demand for foreign goods until the purchasing 
power of the inhabitants has been increased by the develop- 
ment of the agricultural and mineral resources and the 
consequent growth of the export trade. Poor crops in re- 
cent years, the uncertain political situation, currency diff- 
culties and the dislocation of trade caused by the war in 
Europe, have all contributed to hamper foreign and inter- 
provincial trade, and Chinese merchants at Nanning were 
far from optimistic regarding the immediate future. 


ForEIGN TRADR. 


The only foreign firms (other than Japanese) having repre- 
sentatives at Fuchow and Nanning are two oil companies 
and one tobacco company, all other trades, both import and 
export, being entirely in the hands of Chinese. Even the 
Japanese are much less conspicuous in Kwangsi than in 
most other provinces. At present the whole West River 
trade appears to be conducted by Cantonese and Hongkong 
merchants. 

Enquiries at Hongkong concerning the reasons for the 
reluctance shown by foreign firms to open un direct relations 
with the West River ports have invariably been met with 
the statement that the business can be more profitably 
conducted through Hongkong, where facilities exist for 
examining cargo intended for export, and where the Can- 
tonese houses controlling the various branches of the import 
trade have their representatives. Without attempting to 
contest the accuracy of this view under the condition: 
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hitherto existing, it might be said that this system is hardly 
calculated to lead to the full exploitation of the trade re. 
sources of the province, and that whilst a British firm 
might not find immediate profit in the establishment of per- 
manent branches at the open ports, the demand for 
machinery and other goods might be greatly stimulated by 
frequent canvassing of the principal business centres 


CURRENCY. 


In the province of Kwangsi subsidiary silver coins and the 
dollar notes issued by the Provincial Government are practi- 
cally the only currency available for commercial purposes, 
and, in view of the fact that these notes are being printed 
in unlimited quantities without any silver reserve whatso- 
ever, their value being dependent mainly on the personal 
prestige of General Lu Yung-ting, it is remarkable that the 
rate of discount in relation to Hongkong dollars is only 
about 12 per cent. If financial chaos is to be avoided, it 
would appear to be necessary to raise a substantial loan 
from some quarter in order to stabilise this currency, and 
in the meantime it is commonly said that should General 
Lu Yung-ting lose his hold on the Government of the 
Southern Provinces Kwangsi’s enormous note issue would 
be little better than waste paper. 

In view of the insufficiency of the supply of silver in the 
province, a rule has been made by the Government, and 
is generally followed by merchants, both foreign and Chinese, 
that in all business transactions fifty dollars’ worth of 
Kwangsi bank notes must be accepted in each hundred Kup- 
ing taels, the balance being payable in subsidiary silver 
coin. 

Enquiries at Fuchow as to the opening for a foreign bank 
establishing a branch there met the reply that if it were 
prepared to accept Kwangsi notes it could certainly count on 
doing a large business, but it seems very doubtful that any 
British bank would care to run the risk of transactions in a 
currency of such very questionabie value. 

TAXATION OF MERCHANDISE. 

Neither at Fuchow nor Nanning were any serious cases of 
interference with foreign goods by the Kwangsi tax officials 
reported. Transit passes were usually respected by the likin 
stations, and a large proportion both of the import and , 
export trades was carried on under those regulations ; equal 
protection, however, was offered to goods on which the 
Provincial ‘“‘T’ung Shui”. had been paid, and _ ihie 
amount of this tax had purposely becn fixed at a slightly 
lower rate than that charged for transit passes. In connec- 
tion with the issue of outward transit passes, the Custow- 
Commissioner at Nanning states that it is not the practic 
ol his office to reyuire cash deposits to be made, a bond 
being accepted as sufficient security for due compliance wit) 
the regulations, and he entirely agreed as to the undesir- 
ability of hampering trade by requiring merchants to tie uj} 
considerab'e sums of capital in the form of cash security 


KWANGTUNG. 


Lhe staple trade of Canton, the export of silk, appears to 
Le flourishing, the demand from America being particular!y 
strong, and although many native dealers incurred very 
heavy losses last year owing to excessive optimism as to #0 
expected rise in prices, foreign firms made handsome profirs. 
and are well satisfied with the prospects for the iuture. Gooc 
work is being done by an international committee with a 
view to the improvement of sericulture in this district, and 
if their efforts to introduce more scientific methods are 
successful, a great development of the industry may he 
looked for. 

In other departments of trade the position is far froin 
being equally satisfactory, and both import and export busi- 
ness are extremely dull. As regards imports, there can be 
no goubt that the disorders of the past few years, the disloca- 
tion of trade, the cost of maintaining the swarm of ‘‘braves’’ 
who infest the country, and a series of bad harvests have 
combined to impoverish the people of this province to such 
an extent that their purchasing power is. far below normal, 
and that no improvement can be expected until a settled 
Government is established. In the case of goods for which 
an urgent demand exists, dealers are unwilling to give any 
orders until pfices in foreign markets become somewhat more 
stable, and, therefore, restrict their buying within the 
narrowest possible limits. Business in exports other than 
silk, is also very restricted, foreign firms preferring to huy 
ii Hongkong, where supplies are more abundant and 
facilities exist for testing the quality of the various descrip- 
tions of produce exported abroad. 

SuMMaARY. 

A visit to the West River ports does not incline one to 
optimism as to the likelihood of any great expansion of 
foreign, and particularly of British, trade in this pari of 
China in the immediate future. The first requisite for any 
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marked commercial development is the establishment of a 
stable government, of which there is at the moment no 
indication whatever, and the long-continued state of anarchy 
in these provinces has so disorganised commerce and industry 
that a considerable period must in any case elapse before 
they can even be restored to their normal position. Apart 
from the urgent necessity for administrative reforms, the 
development of the natural resources of the country, and the 
consequent increase in the purchasing power of the people 
must precede any marked growth of the import trade, and 
there is little reason to expect that progress in this direction 
will be rapid unless there should be a radical change in the 
present methods of trade and in the attitude of the business 
community towards foreign co-operation. Information sup- 
plied by British merchants at Hongkong and at the various 
ports leads to the belief that into‘erance of foreign participa- 
tion in any mining or commercial enterprises is even more 
marked amongst the natives of the Southern Province than 
in other parts of China, and that they are, at the same time, 
in no degree more competent to conduct such undertakings 
successfully on their own account. So long as the present 
conditions exist, the collection of Chinese produce for export 
and the distribution of imported foreign goods being left 
entirely in the hands of Chinese dealers, any great expan- 
sion of either department of trade is hardly to be expected. 
Hitherto foreign firms, with few exceptions, made no 
vigorous efforts to get intu closer touch with the interior 
markets. Any attempt to do so on the part of a foreign firm 
would undoubtedly encounter very serious opposition from 
the Chinese dealers interested in preserving the existing 
channels of trade, but it can hardly be maintained that such 
difficulties are entirely insuperabie, and it is greatly to be 
hoped that British firms will in future adopt a more enter- 
prising policy. 

It must be admitted, however, that, apart from the un- 
favourable conditions affecting merchants of every nation- 
ality. British firms in China are at present severely handi- 
capped through the depletion of their staffs and through 
the impossibility, in many cases, of inducing manufacturers 
in England to guarantee delivery within a fixed period, or 
to make quotations not subject to revision. Whilst fully 
realising the difficulties of manufacturers in the United 
Kingdom, it is not too much to say that so long as they are 
not in a position to do business on more definite terms they 
have practically no hope of competing successfully in this 
market with American and other firms.who are prepared 
to enter into a clean and unconditional contract. 

Whilst South China does not at the moment present a 
particularly favourable field for trade on an extensive scale, 
it undoubtedly holds great possibilities of future expansion, 
and it is in everv way desirable that manufacturers in Eng- 
land shou!d do their utmost to support the efforts of British 
merchant firms here in the face of strong and determined 
competition. 





JAPAN. 


COMPANY PROMOTIONS, JANUARY-JUNE, 1919. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
YOKOMIAMA. 

The following statements have been issued in connection 
with the number and capital of new companies tormed in 
Japan during the first half of the present year. ‘The first 
statement has been issued by the Department of Agriculture 
and Commerce. 





Nature of Business. No. of Companies. Paid-up Capital. 





Yen. 
IE iencidxricnnresaiteciins . 847 38,862,278 
Import and export ........ 88 9,853,000 
Miscellaneous _...........-... 277 21 542,430 
WOTOROUFIME aces csinesccss. 38 1,607,770 
PIER. kcccdscceqecaveseecncons 5 530,000 
Serer earner awe 27 635,200 
SD  cckctemanmepnubcnin 3 3,000,000 
1,285 76,050 ,67 
DIE | cc lnnessantnesnennneni 65 2.601.100 
Confectionery _.............. 95 5,408 .410 
TEE ecseduddegieldamibbicese 219 16,938,600 
SEE desc edenaadsohamhads 167 13,486,900 
PEMOIWETO — caciecesscsese. 49 1.807.250 
SID dacosinndnidiohaignines 69 4.117.450 
Carriage and shipbuilding 7 1,217 .500 
Machinery, tools, etc. ...... 145 9.117.900 
Gas and electricity ......... 24 2,804,500 
Miscellaneous —............... 278 11,469,837 
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Nature of Business. No. of Companies. Paid-up Capital. 








| Yen. 

PE Gates laiudlancecnanuics 59 22,108,600 
IE: “dnvensucsdlabbien 88 4,301,812 
co TE LA 49 2,244,500 
Marine products ........... 1] 1,116,250 
Transport ciliate seo. 166 19,921,580 
Miscellaneous —.............. 154 4,636,800 
O27 54,329,542 

Grand total ........... 2.930 199,349,667 


The Mitsui Bank’s June statement shows amount of regis- 
tered capital of various new companies and the additional 
registered capital of existing concerns : — 








Line of New Extension. of 
business, promotion. old concerns. 
Yen. Yen. 

NE a5. ack ce mindicn 14,180,000 144,240,000 
Trust and others ...... 6,250,000 8,300,000 
nee 18,500,000 4,400,000 
Electricity ......... eye 90,120,000 49,705,000 
a ea pr ' — 600,000 
SN oi concedchienantes 67,520,000 11,300,000 
NINE: cisicntnadionnsibe . 20,300,000 4,700,000 
NE  acisebhediael edit bli 61,970,000 15,140,000 
a. 57,265,006 4,000,000 
BMOMPOMGC — ...crccccsncess 19,000,000 8,000,000 
WOAPCMOUEO «0... ccccccees 2,500,000 1,535,000 
Manufacturing __...... 280,645,000 62,320 000 
Trading and others ... 156,770,000 29,880,000 
Total . 795,020,000 344,120,000 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


WAGES SCALES IN THE PRINCIPAL 
INDUSTRIES. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
WASHINGTON. | 

The tabie given below of ‘‘ Wages Scales of Principal In- 
dustries in the United States for March, 1919, as compared 
with March, 1918,’’ has been compiled from various reports 
of the Department of Labour. It shows the leading manu- 
factures in each of the important industries, the number 
of men carried on the pay rolls weekly during the month 
of March, 1919, as compared with the month of March, 1918, 
the percentage of increase or decrease in the number of 
persons employed, and the amount of the pay roll for such 
corresponding periods with the percentage of increase or 
decrease as the case may be. 

It is of particular interest to observe that in the automo- 
bile manufacturing industry, while the percentage employed 
in March, 1919, was minus 3.1 per cent., as compared with 
March, 1918, yet the increase in pay was plus 21.1 per cent. 
Similarly in the car-building and repairing industry, while 
the percentage employed showed minus 1.8 per cent., yet the 
increase in pay during the period shown was plus 27.7 per 
cent. The iron and steei industry, which is probably the 
ost important industry, shows an increase in pay during 
the period referred to of plus 17.6 per cent. 





Wace Scales OF PRINCIPAL INDUSTRIES. 


No. Period Number on Pay-Roll. 
Description of Report- of 

Factories. ing. Pay-Roll. March, 1918. March, 1919. 
Automobile manu- 

facturing ...... 4] 1 week 114,793 111,228 
Boots and shoes .. 74 Birdy 64,807 61,721 
Car building and : 

Repairing... 39 4 44,459 43,652, 
Cigar manufactur- | 

eee eee 55 ] 19,948 17,391 
Men’s readv-made 

clothing ......... oo Te 23,408 18,191 
Cotton finishing ... 18 1 15,084 11 ,360 
Cotton manufactur- 

Scceronnpantys 56 2 51,999 50,153 
Hosiery and under- 

WI © stcdessonecs 67 B (2 34,200 27 .221 
Iron and steel ...... 102 i month 182,872 166,897 
Leather manufac- 

— pereeer es 34 1 week 15,040 14,714 
Paper making ...... 56 1 25,965 25,729 
eee eer vw» 2 15.648 14,761 
Eee 49 ] 48,14] 24,625 
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32 3 $856 
Sis o22% 
Amount of Pay-roll. es -Oas 
March, 1918. March, 1919. as & aSex 
Dols. Dols. oe 
Autemobile manu- 

facturing ...... 2,717,266 3,291,213 —3.1 +21.1 
Boots and shoes... 1,081,815 1,243,685 ome SS +15.0 
Car building and 

repairing ...... 1,871,658 2,389,750 —18 427.4 
Cigar manufactur- 

Bs: aiccaaiigh 269,070 283,419 —12.8 t 5.3 
Men’s ready-made 

clothing ...... 417 ,456 393,345 —22.3 — 5.8 
Cotton finishing... 244,357 205,205 24.7 —16.0 
Cotton manufac- 

a ere 705.178 702,577 —3.6 —-.4 
Hosiery and under- 

er 437 415 377,244 -—20.4 —13.8 
[ron and steel ..... 9,555,253 = 11,239,659 —8.4 +17.6 
Leather manufac- 

BEE Sccccscos 264,266 324,839 —2.2 422.9 
Paper making 490,887 565 ,825 9 415.3 
_ Fees 440,230 509 ,652 —).7 +415.8 
SD: 1iistahenaiin 806,939 421,999 -—-48.8 -—17.7 


THe Famirty Bupeet. Jury. 1914-—Marceu. i919. 


In the statistics representing the investigations of the 
National Industrial Conference Board, Boston, food is 
reckoned at 43.1 per cent. of the family budget, shelter 17.7 
per cent., clothing 13.2 per cent., fuel, light, and heat 5.6 
per cent., and sundries 20.4 per cent. 

The increase in cost of living between July, 1914, and 
March, 1919, as computed by the National Industrial Con- 
ference Board for wage earners in average American com- 
munities, was 75 per cent. for food, 22 per cent. for shelter, 
81 per cent. for clothing, 57 per cent. for fuel, heat, and 
light, and 55 per cent. for sundries. As related to the total 
Budget, the percentage increase in the cost of living was 
found to be 61.3. It will be seen, therefore, that the wage 
increase of 137 per cent. for steel works labour between 1914 
(the wage being unchanged in that year) and October, 1918, 
was far more than the increase in the cost of diving in the 
same period. 


INDEX NuMBERS oF Prices oF Foop ComMopDITIES. 


The following yearly averages from 1914 of the ‘ Anna- 
list ’’ index number show the fluctuations in the average 
wholesale prices of twenty-five food commodities selected and 
arranged to represent a theoretical family’s budget: - 


SIND. ininihinctnnabeteesiiieniiindecdene 300,000 
SER - ceric pcttiva gat iineonicightadpelinelinisaiamdeitmapiiibine 287 ,O80 
EY? > G:hediakaasenil daeeaiicneaduiacaiundesbibiia 261,796 
SN <> jnicabodia iid bi eihaeehabigiiacdiinihadeleinbideitccmmaiasleeiabe 175,720 
EERIE ESN Ey ere a ee Renan ae PT re 148 055 
EE’ shia eaceeaderdasiasenbbiiaedinalbedasin 146,069 


Weekly averages for the first week in July in 1919, 1918, 
and 1917 were :— 
AMEE \- slvtnieiascheinsdlanvnsenpiithents 301,085 
July 6, 1918 281 ,217 
July 7, 1917 264,789 


STEEL Works LaBour Cost. 


The following figures were obtained by the “Iron Age”’ 
from the records of the Inland Steel Company, but they are 
representative of the wages paid by all employers in the 
great industrial districts in which the main plant of thie 
Inland Steel Company is located, as well as those of many 
other larger employers in the iron, steel and metal-working 
industries. The figures up to Ist October, 1918, represent 
the actual rate per hour, but on that day the eight-hour 
basic day became effective, and the figures given for the 
time thereafter take account of the fact that while a man 
worked ten hours he was paid for eleven hours. The actual 
average, based on 42 cents per hour, is 46.2 cents. but in this 
case 46.5 cents was given, that being the Inland Company’s 
rate. 

In the table, wage changes are emphasised by italics. 
All have been advances. Between January, 1916, and Octo- 
ber, 1918, there were ten advances, from 19} cents to 46.5 
cents reached in the latter month and vear. | 
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Rate in CENTS, PER HOUR, FoR Common Laporr. 


1909 1914 1915 1916 1917 1918 1919 
January... 165 192 191 194 273 33 465 
February ... 15 193 193 22 Ti -3 i 
March ...... 1 19: 193 2 71 33 46} 
eee 1 193 193 22 973 = 354 46} 
May ......... 15 193 193 2 30 38 463 
June ...... I 193 193 2 30 38 461 
a 15 193 193 25 30 3S — 
August ...... 1 19 193 2 30 ae 
September .. 10 193 193 25 3U 42 —- 
October ... 15 193 193 2% 33 a 
November ... 15 193 193 25 33 4 — 
December ... 15 193 193 261 33 464 — 





WORLD'S WHEAT SITUATION. 
(From H.M. Acting Commercial Secretary.) 
WASIIINGTON. 


The United States Wheat Director has issued the following 
statement in regard to the world’s wheat situation : — 

The North American crop since lst June is estimated as 
being 400,000,000 bushels below previous calculations, The 
shrinkage in European wheat and rye production promises, 
outside of Russia, a total bread grain yield of 1,500,000.900. 
against a normal production of 1,800,000,000 bushels. The 
elminination by war and famine of Russia, Roumania, and 
India, formerly contributing to consuming Europe 
300,000,000 bushels of bread grains. 

Following the advance in Argentine prices under world 
demands until to-day, with longer voyages and higher 
freights, Argentine wheat costs, delivered in Europe, fully 
50 cents per bushel more than American wheat delivered in 
Kurope. 

THE Wortp’s WHEAT PRICES. 

A broad survey of the world’s wheat prices, actual and 
guaranteed, in various countries indicates :— 

Per bushel. 


Dols. 
Average farm price to American grower under the 
I BE . airincedicnnaccunnadaneniicesitevuienins, ae 
Average farm price in the United Kingdom during 
CID «its cnardimlnsdncsdetiinehinnbancininis 2.28 


Average farm price for four big producing coun- 
tries, United States, Canada, Argentina, and 
Australia, producing 1,500,000 bushels ............ 

Average grower price (largely guaranteed) of 
Europe’s fifteen consuming countries, produc- 
ing 800,000,000 bushels of wheat ................... 3.75 

Average of all wheat growers, weighted according 
to the size of their contribution to the total 
crop of the world, works out an average worid 
grower price of 


| .v4 


eee eer eee eee e eee er eer eee eeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


THe AMERICAN Farm MOVEMENT. 

The farm movement, this new crop to 25th Juv, has 
already totalled 198,000,000 bushels, and of this, at the 
guarantee price, the Grain Corporation has bought not over 
15,000,096 bushels. It has no authority in law to get it 
except by purchase from growers who cannot tind a better 
buyer. For four months there have been buyers above the 
guarantee basis. 

America’s Larce Crop. 

Fortunately, even with the crop deterioration, America 
has secured a large crop, and if with later developments a 
world*price is indicated lower than the guarantee basis, the 
Wheat Director will not hesitate to re-adjust American flour 
prices at the expense of the National Treasury, as authorised 
by Congress; but the wheat facts outlined above, and not 
generally understood, would perhaps create the impression 
that higher prices than the guarantee basis are to be ex- 
pected. 

The Grain Corporation is now buying new crop flours at 
1:00 dol. per barrel below any price ruling in the last 
four months, and these flours will be for resale in any city 
where prices are found improperly high. Retail prices of 
flour will soon reflect the influence of the new crop naw 
moving. 

THE Wueat Director ON ARTIFICIAL PRICES. 


Particular attention is drawn to the Wheat Director’s 
remarks that Britain, France, and Italy all have artificialiy 
reduced flour and bread prices, buying thei: raw material 
at the world’s price and absorbing the loss by national taxa- 
tion, and that, therefore, any sales of wheat or flour bv the 





319. 


1919 
465 
464 
461 
463 
16: 
453 


ing 


as 
The 
3e8, 
O00. 
The 
ind 


rid 
ler 
Ly 


as 
er 
it 
or 





THE BOARD OF 


SEPTEMBER 18, 1919. 


TRADE 


JOURNAL. 371 








IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





United States at reduced prices to these countries would, 
according to him, only save such countries’ National Trea- 
suries, while depleting the United States Treasury, and with- 
out any direct reflection in the actual bread price to the 
people of the respective countries. 


Tue U.S. Grain CorRPoRATION’s PLAN. 


In this connection it may also be interesting to observe 
the United States Grain Corporation’s plan to sell flour at 
10.00 dols. a barrel. Under this plan restrictions are placed 
on the price to be charged by wholesalers, jobbers, and re- 
tailers. It is also provided that the flour is to be sold in 
140 pound sacks on a basis of 10.00 dols. in the territory 
west of the Mississippi (from Cairo to the Gulf of Mexico) 
and at 10.25 dols. in the remainder of the country. 

lt is further stated that jobbers and wholesalers must 
guarantee to resell to retailers at not more than 75 cents 
additional, and retailers are confined to an increase of not 
more than 1.25 dols. over the wholesale price for the original 
packages, and not higher than seven cents per pound for 
broken packages of any size. 

According to the monthly report of the Department of 
Agriculture, the condition of the United States crops, as 
on Ist August, 1919, forecasts a wheat crop of 940,000,000 
bushels, which is a decrease of 221,000,000 bushels from the 
ist July estimate. The spring wheat estimate was reduced 
from 322,000,000 bushels to 225,000,000 bushels, and the 
winter wheat crop from 839,000,000 to 715,000,000 bushels. 
The maize crop was estimated at 2,788,000,000 bushels, com- 
pared with 2,315,000,000 bushels estimated on Ist July. 





LATIN AMERICA, 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 





PROPOSED WATERWORKS AND SEWERAGE 
SYSTEMS. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
BuENos AIRES. 


The Argentine Government have submitted to Congress 
2 Bill authorising the Board of Sanitary Works of the 
nation to construct waterworks and sewage systems in all 
towns of the Republic having over 8,000 inhabitants, and 
waterworks only in towns with over 3,000 inhabitants. 

To cover the cost of construction authority is sought for 
the issue of bonds up to fifteen million pesos annually, 
bearing interest at the rate of five per cent., with a sinking 
fund of one per cent. It is provided that when the annual 
charges on the bonds from public funds (exclusive of the 
revenue derived from the works) reach five million pesos 
annually, new construction and the issue of further bonds 
will be temporarily suspended. 





BILL TO PROVIDE HARVESTING BAGS. 


The Argentine Government have sunmitted a Bill to Con- 
gress to authorise the disbursement of a sum of 25,000,000 
pesos for the provision of hessians, buys and sisal thread, for 
the bagging of the forthcoming harvest. 

The Government, in a message accompanying the Bill, 
state that they would have wished to extend the benefits of 
the Bill to all agriculturists in the country, but the sum that 
would have been involved compels them to limit the scheme 
to the smaller colonists. 

The Bill provides that the Executive power may acquire, 
in the country or abroad, the necessary quantity of hessians 
thread and bags for supplying at cost price, plus 10 per 
cent. to cover distributing expenses, agricultural owners 
who cultivate their own land or to colonists under lease con- 
tracts, where the area cultivated in either case does not 
exceed 200 hectares. 








IMPERIAL AND FOREJGN TRADE—continued. 





Sale and distribution are to be made through the Ministry 
of Agriculture, and payment may be made in cash or instal- 
ments covering 180 days at a half-yearly interest of 2} per 
cent. Traders who distribute on behalf of the Ministry will 
he entitled to 5 per cent. commission. 





BRAZIL. 





CATTLE BREEDING AT MARAJO. 
(From the British Consul.) 
Para 


While great interest is being shown at the present time 
in agricultural developments in Brazil, particularly in the 
sub-tropical provinces, attention may be called to the 
possibilities of the industry in the immense basin of the 
Amazon Valley. At a time like the present, when rubber, 
the principal industry of this region, is passing through a 
severe crisis, it is desirable for local credit and prosperity 
that other industries be developed. In this connection the 
claims of the Island of Marajo, in the State of Para, for 
development in agriculture and its allied industries, deserve 
consideration. 

The Island of Marajo, with an area of 15,000 square miles, 
forms part of the delta at the northern exit to the Atlantic 
of the River Amazon. It is accessible to the City of Para 
by means of a weekly steamer journey of four hours, or by 
sailing boat in twenty-four hours. The population is 
sparse, consisting chiefly of agricultural labourers and 
fishermen, and the climate, notwithstanding its close 
proximity to the Equatorial line, is very good. There are 
several navigable rivers and lakes, in which fish abound. 
Both soil and climate are suitable for the growing of cotton, 
jute, sugar, and rice, etc. A rather prolonged wet season 
and the presence of countless snakes and alligators, are the 
main drawbacks to the stock-breeding industry on the 
island. 

The principal industries are livestock breeding and agri- 
culture—catile raising being the main source of revenue-— 
and it is estimated that the island supports half-a-million 
head of cattle and 150,000 horses, in addition to smaller 
numbers of sheep, pigs, and poultry. 

In regard to these industries, however, Marajo farmers 
have hitherto followed the ‘‘line of least resistance.’’ This 
is largely due to the lack of modern agricultural knowledge, 
and also to the ease with which financial results are obtained 
under present conditions. Just over a year ago a society 
was formed with a view to the protection and development 
of farming interests in the island, and, with the assistance 
of the State and Federal Governments, it is intended to 
establish a model farm and college near the town of Soure, 
the capital of the island, for educational purposes. Much 
remains to be done to improve the standard of stockbreeding, 
and experienced young men, with a particular knowledge of 
stock raising and farm management generally, are required. 
Veterinary knowledge is also stated to be of great import- 
ance, as farmers are loth to import stock about the care of 
which their knowledge is limited. | 

With the introduction of good breeding stock, the native 
cattle of Marajo would be improved, and, under proper 
direction, much progress might be made. 

Cattle are sufficiently numerous to warrant the belief 
that a cold storage establishment might prove a successful 
commercial venture, and the development of agriculture— 
the cultivation of corn, sugar, rice, cotton, mandioca, flour, 
etc.—by means of mechanical tractors and other modern 
appliances, may also be included in the possibilities of 
Marajo island. 


It is believed that one or more proprietors would be 
willing to amalgamate their interests with a properly 
organised British agricultural syndicate for the improvement 
of their industry. 
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Shipping and Transport. 





CHINA. 





THE WEST RIVER TRADE. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
HONGKONG. 

[n contrast with conditions on the Yangtse, the shipping 
trade on the West River has, tor the time being at least, 
iallen entirely into the hands of the Chinese—unless excep- 
tion be made of one firm which is partly owned by British 
subjects of Chinese origin, and whose vessels fly the British 
flag. A French firm in Hongkong is interested in the 
launch traffic on the upper river, and two vessels are being 
built to their order at Canton, but it is generally believed 
that the capital involved is almost entirely Chinese, and that 
the protection of a foreign flag is sought mainly with the 
object of gaining additional security for the illicit trafic 
in Yuunan opium. 

Regular services are maintained between Hongkong and 
Fuchow by a dozen small steamers, of which three are owned 
by the British firm mentioned above, and the remainder fly 
the Chinese flag. All freight receipts are pooled and divided 
pro rata amongst the owners of these vessels, but there is 
keen competition for the passenger traffic. 

There are four steamers, all Chinese owned, running 
between Canton and Fuchow. as well as a large number of 
steam and motor launches. Owing to the high price of im- 
ported coal, wood is largely used for fuel, and attempts to 
rind coal in Kwangsi suitable for steaming purposes have not 
hitherto been successful. 

It is regrettable that British shipping on the West River 
should be solely represented by one Eurasian firm and a 
couple of vessels owned by Hongkong British subjects, but 
there would seem to be no reason to attribute this to lack of 
enterprise on the part of the Briusn shipping companies. 
lor many years the China Navigation Company and the 
Indo-China Steam Navigation Company had ships on the 
Hongkong-Fuchow run, but found the business so unprofit- 
ab'e that they finally decided to abandon the service, and 
about eighteen months ago the vessels were sold to Chinese. 
The companies in question are prepared to resume their ser- 
vices as soon as the West River trade develops to such an 
extent as to offer remunerative employment for their ships, 
but past experience has convinced them of the impossibility 
of making these vessels pay their way under existing circum- 
stances. 

NANNING AND FucHow Mortor-noat SERVICE. 

Between Nanning and Fuchow communications are main- 
tained by a fleet of twenty-one motor-boats, of which four 
are owned by the quasi-British firm, and the remainder by 
Chinese. Navigation presents no very serious difficulties for 
these light-draught vessels, except at seasons of extreme low 
water, and—so far as can be judged by a non-technical ob- 
server—the improvement of the channel by dredging and 
by the removal of obstructions should not prove a very for- 
midable undertaking. 

Above Nanning nine small motor-launches, eight owned 
by Chinese, ply to Poseh, and four, all Chinese owned, to 
Lungchow. The legitimate trade, both cargo and passenger 
traffic, on these routes is said to be inconsiderable, and it is 
alleged that the nrofits earned by these launches are largely 
due to oplum-smuggling, Poseh being the chief centre for 
the opium grown in Yunnan. 





SICILY. 





HARPOUR WORKS AT CATANIA AND RIPOSTO. 
(From the British Consul.) 
PaLERMO. 
According to the Catania press, the Italian Government 
lias approved drafts of Decrees for the carrying out of 
harbour works at Catania and Riposto. 
"CATANIA. 


One newspaper states that 80 million lire is to be spent 
on harbour works at Catania; but from the quoted text oi 
the agreement it would appear that only the general lines of 
the scheme of works have been so far approved, and that 
the Municipality, which is being financed by the Banca 
Italiana di Sconto, is given nine months to submit a 
genera! programme of execution, and proposals for the 
first instalment of work to be carried out within twelve or 
eighteen months. Meanwhile, proposals for one or more 
succeeding instalments will be prepared, and, at the end 
of three vears from the conclusion of Peace, the final pro- 
posals for executing the remainder of the scheme—which is 
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to be concluded within six vears from the approval of the 
first instalment. 

The cost for the Government is not to exceed a sum which, 
at of per cent. interest and sinking fund, will be refunded 
io the Municipality in thirty annual instalments of not more 
than 25 millions, all told. The Municipality, however, will 
have a seventy years’ concession of certain shore areas, and, 
to meet such expenditure as may exceed the estimate for 
which Government is responsible, wil! be duly authorised to 
collect supplementary dues on anchorage and on goods landed 
or embarked, any surplus which may thus accrue being 
employed in harbour improvements. The Municipality may 
sub-let the contract and concessions to a company which is 
to be fermed for the purpose. 


Riposto. 

Twenty mullions are to be spent on harbour works at 
Riposto, to which the State wili contribute 12 millions, the 
Province 4 millions, and the Communes interested 4 millions. 
The Cassa Depositi e Prestiti, the Bank of Sicily, and the 
Cassa di Risparmio will finance the scheme, which, pre- 
sumably, will be carried out by a company to be formed, as. 
in the preceding case, for the purpose of taking over the 
contract and a concession of 70 years’ administration. 

The impression one gets in reading the Press cuttings is 
that present conditions and prices of labour and materials 
render it impossib!e to make positive estimates of cost, but 
the State wishes to limit its contribution, and unforeseen 
expenses will be met by the bodies most interested, and com- 
pensated by concessions to levy extra anchorage and other 
dues. 





SOUTH RUSSIA. 





THE SEA OF AZOF PORTS. 

With the opening of the Russian Black Sea ports to 
navigation, the following information respecting conditions 
ruling at four Sea of Azof ports are of interest :— 

BERDYANSE. 

The Berdyansk spit partially encloses the harbour, across 
the mouth of which a detached mole extends. The intention 
to wholly enclose it by completing the mole to the shore has 
heen temporarily suspended. The depth of the channel en- 
trance is 19 ft. low-water mark. The anchorage is 24 ft. The 
wharfage is 1,560 ft. long. and excellently sheltered inside 
the mole, the depth being 203 ft. Wharfage of 735 ft. out- 
side the mole is less protected. Ice seldom obstructs naviga- 
tion, and Berdyansk is stated to be the only Azof port open 
all the winter and with perfect shelter from prevailing winds 
and drift ice. Present wharfage costs are 75 kopecks to 
| rouble for any cargo handling. Quay storage capacity 
consists of 25 sheds to hold 570,000 poods, and open sheds to 
hold 2,000,000 poods, while in the town there is covered 
storage capable of taking 2,000,000 poods of grain. 

MARIUPOL. 

Two moles enclose this port, the entrance channel to which 
has a depth of 19 to 20 ft. The recent sinking of two small 
steainers has obstructed the channel, but they are now being 
removed. The width of the entrance is expected to be in- 
creased shortly to 240 ft. A dredger, in good condition, is 
in the port. Facilities for loading coal mechanically are 
xood, but grain and other cargo are dealt with only by hand. 
There is storage room for 2,000,000 poods of grain. Present 
wharfage costs are: 





2 eee 30-60 kopecks per pood, according to quality. 
GRAIN IN SACKS. 
Wagon to ship ............ 26 kopecks per pood 
a reer 52 kopecks per pood 
Bek GRAIN. 
Wagon to ship ............ 30 kopecks per pood 
EE WEE  isntesvscneness 70 kopecks per pood 


TAGANROG. 

The entrance channel is 12 ft. deep and 400 ft. wide, but 
owing to the removal of certain mechanical devices loading 
facilities at present are poor. The storage capacity for coa} 
is 500,000 poods, and for grain 1,845,000 poods, with, for the 
latter, further corsidcrable storage room in the town. The 
foreign trade of Taganrog in coal and grain export has been 
carried on by loading lighters or barges and transferring to 
sea-going ships in Taganrog Roads, distant about 25 miles 
from the port, and where there is ample depth of water. 
There are six cisterns, with a capacity of 73,200 poods for 
kerosene storage in the town. Usually the harbour is closed 
by ice from about 20th November to the end of April, 


Rostorr-on-Down. 
The foreign trade of this port has been similarly carried 
on by transhipment in Taganrog Roads. 


ow 
—— 
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Minerals. ! 


FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 
TIN EXPORTS. 


I, is reported officially from Kuala Lumpur that the 
August exports of tin from the Federated Malay States 
amounted to 2,955 tons, compared with 3,756 tons in July 
and 3,259 tons in the corresponding month last year. For 
eight months of the present year the exports amounted to 
25,100, against 25,170 tons in 1918 and 26,418 tons in 1917. 
Appended are the comparative statistics : — 














1917 1918 1919 

Tons. Tons Tons 

SOMOREY 56. s000s<08: 3,558 3,149 3,765 
February... ...... 2,755 3,191 2,673 
eee 3,286 2,608 2,819 
shudoumepenpoics 3,251 3,308 2,855 
BEE? © ecciaienadnie 3,413 3,332 3,404 
EEE: . ‘ieanubadblnnieese 3,489 2,950 2,873 
> \- siiaiiceacauaecniec 3,253 3,378 3,756 
BUN. - Sasntnencees 3,413 3,259 2,955 
ZOCBL ges e 26.418 25.170 25,100 

BELGIUM. 





COAL PRODUCTION. 


The Belgian Controller of Coal Mines states that, even 
though coal] production ir. Belgium shows a decrease this 
year as compared with corresponding months of 1918, out- 
put is increasing month by month, and this augurs well for 
the future. 

in July last the mines produced 1,659,450 tons, or 86-8 
per cent. of the monthly average of 1913, a very successful 
year. The average for the first half of this year was 
1,407,170 tons per month, and thus July figures show a clear 
increase of 8&1] per cent. 


INDO-CHINA. 
SITUATION IN THE MINING INDUSTRY. 


Up to the Ist January last the number of concessions 
granted in Indo-China, according to ‘‘La Depeche 
Coloniale,’’ was as follows :—- 








OS a aE 63 
i as 9] 
i i PE sss suaebaidaaeens 3 
BO MN CUNO oon cssdiccccccsccceccces 30 
a a a 12 
DE. cucesincsadedcbehéisdevsesnenmmnenens 9 
RPS RERUN pe eee neue cee ree enna enD 3 
BND 955 cavsiarssadinibederenaneunapmniene 4 
NE > bitin Sedlaticnsiesetne dctareundibnnns 3 

I ia 218 





The number of research permits issued up to the same date 
was 1,467. 

CoAL. 

The production of the coal mines decreased slightly com- 
pared with the production of 1917. As regards the exports, 
these decreased from 314.000 tons in 1917 to 252,000 tons in 
1918. The following table shows the movements of the coal 
industry in Tonkin during the war :— 


Production. Exports. 

Tons. Tons. 
eta ic eae a iacaes 620,000 325,000 
ce 644,000 400,000 
aia 685,000 363,000 
ES dccdaeiesimateaniladicidianises 643,000 314,000 
—_—_ RE eh al 636,000 252.000 


The value of 636,000 tons of coal at the pit-head reached 
the figure of 14.787,300 francs, or about 23 francs a ton. 


Tin AND TUNGSTEN. 
Fhe production of tin and tungsten mines during the war 


was:— 


Tons 
EE Ov rere te een ne men eee iT FemeeD 309 
BE Sosa aces tialnstiinds eidilialgsdia aaa 423 
IEEE a pee eT eee nee eee emer ae 432 
See Ae er Ae 2 Ronen 519 
I ha 604 


The production in 1918 is distributed as follows : — 
218 tons of wolfram containing about 70 per cent. of 
tungsten anhydrite. 
263 tons of tungsten and tin-ore. 
119 tons of tin-ore containing 60 per cent. tin. 
During 1918 the prices of tin and wolfram were very high. 
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Tin was on an average about 9,000 francs a ton, and even 
reached 15,000 francs. Wolfram was approximately 100 to 
120 francs the unit of tungsten acid. 

The price of tin would have allowed very great profit if it 
had been possible to export the whole production in time, 
but half of it was forced to remain in stock on account of 
shortage of shipping. The rise in the rate of the piastre 
increasing the cost of extracting the ore also increased the 
difficulties which faced the mine owners. 

ZINC, 

The crisis which afiected tin and wolfram was even graver 
as regards the mining of zinc ore. There were no 
markets for this product, as for the last two years the 
Japanese did not use Tonkin zinc in their factories—either 
because Australia was able to supply the necessary quantities, 
or because the production of Japanese mines was suflicient. 
This production has been greatly increased during the last 
few vears. From 14,200 tons in 1906, the production reached 
34,676 tons in 1918, and 58,000 tons in 1917. 

It is probable that the Japanese mines will not be able 
to supply the 200,000 tons—the figure at which the capacity 
of Japanese factories is fixed for the near future. It is 
lioped, therefore, that the zinc mines of Tonkin will be able 
to supply Japan with a great part of her ore requirements. 

The following table gives the quantities of Tonkin zinc ores 
extracted during the war :— 





Tons 
BE “vcsdndetioedcondsaccscenrieenteeamaeliae 31 ,000 
TE” £05 cc beuscinedeenesnisianiondabeieniaaaaaia’ 36,000 
BU os a cst besten daddies neiala 48,000 
DY ic...  diauadd neaisenaseneiadabel 39,000 
DEP vutincnessexddesasscunmeesseeienmemanell 28 .000 
BD “:icidienticinaeiaienan 182,000 


Of this total 130,000 tons only has been exported. az 


follows : — 
Europe. United States. Japan. 


Tons. Tons. Tons. 
NE ti: so 19,(00 adi send 
Ee 19.000 8,000 7 O00 
SS a 4.000 4,000: 30,000 
Ee 2,000 se 22 000 
ae _— ani 15.000 
44.000 12,000 74.010 
lRoN. 


Iron which is pleutiful in Indo-China has not been the 
object of extensive exploitation until last year, when several! 
hundreds of tons of iron ore were extracted from the mines 
of Phuc-Ninh and La-Pho, and were treated by the biast 
furnace recently constructed at Haipong—the production 
of which is estimated to be about 15 tons of iron per day. 

No antimony was extracted during 1918 on account of the 
low prices which were prevalent for this metal. 

The only gold mine that was exploited was that of Bong- 
Min (Annam), which exported 85 kilogrammes of gold. 


SWITZERLAND. 


COAL IMPORTS. 
(From H.M. Commerczal Secretary.) 








BERNE. 


The total imports of coal inte Switzerland during the 
first half of August amounted to 72,370 tons. The origin 
of supply, with the quantities of coal from each source, are 
shown in the following table : — . 


Tons. 

ac ea 7 833 
SEE ae ere ante er rman hee 11,5382 
STN oc ngemasenmnl 7,090 
BED: dsxéeanecndcadrsstenenennaian 29,175 
SL) vsunieupccadiieecaadccgeuanarie 1,694 
a ea 1,010 
United Kingdom _................+6. 7,626 
oie ahah a 5,997 
[Eee ieoeecert <eere nee emer npr pea! 412 

Oe areas . 72,370 


REPORTED DISCOVERY OF COAL. 


According to the local press, a new coal seam has been 
discovered in the Canton of Valais, near the village of 
Chatelard, at an altitude of 1,298 metres. 

A seam, 1:80 metres in thickness, has been laid bare, and, 
in order to reach a deeper layer, a gallery of about 40 
metres is being pierced on the slope athwart the deposit- 


_ — 
—_ 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 


AMENDED LIST OF RECOGNISED MACHINE 
TOOLS AND PARTS. 


Customs By-Law (No. 408) issued by the Department of 
Trade and Customs, Melbourne, removes ‘ Drill’’ from 
the item ‘‘ Chucks for Lathes”’ for use in metal working. 
Consequently, drill can no longer be imported into Aus- 
tralia at the rates cf duty provided for in the case of 
recognised ‘‘ Machine tools and parts.”’ 














CANADA. 





CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN AND INTEREST. 

Customs Memorandum No. 23288 contains copy of an 
Order in Council of the 6th August, 1919, abolishing the re- 
quirement for the production of certificates of origin and 
interest in connection with the importation of goods from 
any country, and permitting shipments to Holland and 
Switzerland to be consigned direct from Canada to im- 
porters in those countries instead of to the Netherlands 
Overseas Trust and the ‘Société Suisse de Surveillance 
Economique respectively. 





CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 


Appraisers’ Bulletin No. 1954, which has been issued by 
the Department of Customs, Ottawa, contains a decision 
of the Board of Customs specifying the articles which may 
he admitted into Canada as ‘‘ complete parts’’ under item 
447 of the Customs Pariff. 

The decision states that the following parts may be so 
admitted upon the importer making this declaration on 
the face of the entry, viz. 

The goods described in this entry are for use as such 
under the provisions of Tariff item 447, and will not be 
used for any other purpose. 

The list is as follows :-— 

Air cleaners complete, used on gas tractors. 

Ball and roller bearings, complete. 

Bearings, die cast, complete. 

Belts manufactured enaless or joined by fasteners or lacing, 
not including the belt connecting the engine and separator, 
or belting. 

Brass cocks complete. 

Cable sets for magnetos, complete with terminals. 

Carburettors complete. 

Connectors, brass, for connecting copper tubing. 

Cut gears complete, made for this machinery. 

Cylinder teeth ccmplete. 

Ejectors complete. 

Emery rollers complete, used in the separator to automatically 

sharpen the straw cutting knives. 

Fans for radiators, complete. 

Flighting or spirai conveyor for separator. complete. 

Fiy wheels complete. 

Gas engine poppet valves complete. 

Governors, engine and feeder governors, complete. made 
specially for machines enumerated in tariff item 447. 

Grain saving devices complete. 

Grease cups, stee] and brass. complete. 

Headlights compiete, for tractors. 

Injectors, brass, complete. 

Knives feeder, fitted with shoe, complete. 

Knives straw complete. 

Ledger plates complete. 

Lock faucets, complete. for locking the gas storage tanks on 
tractors. | 

Oil pumps or lubricators for engines, complete. 

Oil strainers, brass, complete. 

Magnetos, complete. 

Motors—engine for tractors, complete. 

Name plates, complete. 

Piston rings, complete. 

Pulleys, complete. 

Radiators, complete. 

Safety valves, complete. 

Sieves, including adjustable 
separators. 

Svark arrestors, complete. 

Spark plug, complete. special kerosene plug. 

Springs, complete. 

Svrockets, complete. 

Stacker pipe, complete, parts for windstacker. 

Steam gauges. complete. 


sieves, complete. for grain 
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Steam pumps, complete, used on steam tractors. 

Turnbuckles, complete. 

Valves, brass, complete. 

Wheels, for separators and tractors, complete. 

Whistles, complete. 

Tariff item 447 to which the above decision relates is as 
follows:—Portable engines with boilers, in combination, 
horse-powers and traction engines for farm purposes; wind- 
stackers, and threshing machine separators, including 
baggers, weighers, and self-feeders therefor, and complete 
parts of all articles specified in this tariff item: 

Under the British Preferential Tariff, 12} per cent. ad 
valorem; under the Intermediate and General Tariffs, 173 
per cent. ad valorem. 





FOREIGN. 





BELGIUM. 





IMPORTATION OF SHARE CERTIFICATES. 


The ‘‘ Moniteur Belge’’ for the 14th August contains a 
Ministerial Decree, dated the 12th August, respecting the 
linportation into and transit through Belgium of share certi- 
ficates (titres) and coupons. 

The Decree provides that : — 

Article 1.—The importation and transit of all share cer- 
tificates and coupons is made conditional on the production 
of a specific certificate of origin (declaration) confcrming to 
the model* annexed to the Decree. 

Declarations drawn up in a ianguage other than French 
must be accompanied by a translation in French cr Flemish, 
signed by the importer. 

Article 2.—The fiscal regulations respecting the importa- 
tion and transit of merchandise of all kinds are applicable 
to the importation and transit of share certificates and 
coupons. 

Article 3.—Share certificates and coupons properly de- 
clared on entry, but not accompanied by a certificate of 
origin (declaration) in the prescribed form, will be retained, 
provisionally, by the Customs until a proper certificate of 
origin is produced. Such production must take place within 
a period of thirty days. 


we — ss — 


*The essential part of the model certificate of origin is a 
declaration that the share certificates have not been exported 
from Hungary at a date later than the 17th July, 1919. 


CHINA. 








NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF: APPLICATION TO 
IMPORTS OVER LAND FRONTIERS. 


With reference to the recent notices in the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal’ regarding the enforcement of the revised 
Customs Tariff for China, the Board of Trade are in receipt, 
through the Foreign Office, of information to the effect 
that the new Tariff will be taken as the basis for calculating 
the duties applicable at Chinese Land Frontier Customs 
Stations. The revised duties thus applicable became 
leviable on the land frontiers simultaneously ‘with the 
application of the rates of the revised Variff by the Mari- 
time Customs. 

[In virtue of various Treaties, imports in the frontier 
trade, over the Chinese land frontiers, are subject only to 
a certain proportion of the duties of the Maritime Customs 
Tariff. Thus, imports over the land frontier with Burmah 
and Torin (vid Tengyueh, Szumao, Lunkow, and 
Mengtzu) pay seven-tenths, and imports over the Man- 
churian frontier—from Russia, over the North Manchurian 
frontier, and from Corea, vid Antung—two-thirds of the 
rates of the Maritime Customs Tariff. 

The principle that the proportionate ‘‘Treaty’’ reduc- 
tions should be calculated on the rates of the revised Tariff, 
and not on the rates of the obsolete Tariffs of 1858 and 
1902, has been formally accepted by the British, French, 
and Japanese Governments. | 





DENMARK. 


CERTAIN EXPORT PROHIBITIONS 
WITHDRAWN. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a Notice issued by the Danish Ministry of 
Justice, dated the 6th August, announcing the abolition of 
certain export prohibitions. 














OW ry wa 


~ 


wi~ 


THE BOARD OF 


SEPTEMBER 18, 1919. 


TRADE JOURNAL. 3 


| ~] 
Cr 











CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





The list of goods in respect of which the export prohibition 
has been withdrawn is as follows: — 


Acetylene lamps and parts thereof. 

Aluminium salts and compounds. 

Apricot kernels and nut kernels. 

Barbed wire. 

Barium and its compounds. 

Barrels, empty: barrel hoops and coopers’ wares—but not 
butter casks. 

Bromine and its compounds. 

Calcium and its compounds. 

Carborundum, corundum, and other abrasives of a similar 
nature. 

Carboys and iron drums. 

Carriage and waggon builders’ wares. 

Chrome ore. 

Copper ore and pyrites (svovlkis), and slag derived there- 
from. 

Cosmetic articles (but not soap) containing castor-oil, 
paraffin, stearine, fatty substances, or any other sub- 
stances the export of which is prohibited. 

Electric cables. 

Emery, emery cloth, and other emery preparations, 

Excavators, cement mixers, stone breakers, dredgers, sand 
pumps, pile drivers, cranes, rollers, forges and similar 
large plant for contractors. 

leathers. 

ierrochrome, ferromanganese, ferromolybdenum, ferro- 
nickel, ferrosilicon, ferrotitanium, ferrotungsten, ferro- 
vanadium. 

Files and rasps. 

Fish oil of all kinds. 

Fruit, dried, except dried whortleberries. 

Furniture. 

furskins and made-up skins. 

Gas purifying material, spent. 

Graphite and graphite crucibles. 

Heather and twigs, manufactures of. 

Hops. 

Horn of all kinds. 

Iron ore (hematite), pig iron (hematite), pyrites (jeinkis), 
old wrought iron, old steel, al! iron and steel scrap 
(except old cast-iron). 

Iron, unwrought and partly prepared, all kinds, such as 
shaped iron, bar iron, round iron, flat iron, iron ,pipes, 
and the like. 

Iron and steel wire, drawn, of all kinds, wire netting; 
iron wire nails, iron wire pins; horseshoe nails. 

Lead compounds. 

Machines and parts thereof of all kinds except those 
specially prohibited, such as locomotives. 

Magnesium and its compounds. 

Manganese and manganese ore. 

Matches. 

Metal dust. 

Nettles and nettle stalks. 

Nickel ore, nickel compounds. 

Paper of all kinds. 

Potassium and its compounds (except those specially men- 
tioned, e.g., potash lye, kainite). 

Printing inks of all kinds. 

Rabbits (live and dead). 

Rushes and manufactures thereof. 

Sealskins and manufactures thereof. 

Seaweed. 

Sodium and its compounds. 

Strontium and its compounds. 

Sulphur compounds (except such as are specially men- 
tioned, e.g., sulphuric acid). 

Tin ore, chloride of tin, tin oxide. 

Tinned wares of all kinds (except pails for packing pur- 
poses). 

Tools and machines (including hand tools) for vse in agri- 
culture, gardening and forestry. 

Typewriters of all kinds. 

Wax cloth, manufactures of. 

Wines and spirituous liquors (except spirit, liqueurs, and 
Swedish punch produced locally). 

The Notice further states that it will no longer be 
necessary to secure the permission of the Ministry of Justice 
for the export of :— 

Used personal effects and furniture. 

Stereotype plates. 

Shapes for hats. 

Silk gloves and stockings. 

Lamps and lamp shades. 

Festoons and articles for trimming. 

Embroidery with attachments and embroidered goods. 

Antiques. 

Electrice! goods. 
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Chalk in the rough and washed. 

Unsweetened mineral waters. 

Colouring for cheese and butter ; and caramel for beer. 
Optical and nautical instruments. 


Also all such manufactured goods as have hitherto been 
subject to export prohibition solely on the ground of their 
metal content (copper, brass, bronze, tin, lead, etc., and 
alloys thereof), when that metal content does not exceed 
oU per cent. by weight of the goods, and when the goods are 
not included under any special export prohibition, such as 
automobiles. 

Finally, samples may be despatched without obtaining 
permission from the Ministry of Justice, when the sender 
produces the necessary certificate stating that the goods 
which it is desired to send are samples. 


—_——_—— 


FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 








IMPORT DUTIES ON CERTAIN PAPER AND 
BOARD. 

The French ‘‘ Journal Officiel’”? for the 4th September, 
contains a Ministerial Decree, dated the 28th August, 
which modifies the ‘‘ co-efficients of increase’? established 
by the Decree of the 8th July, 1919, in so far as concerns 
certain classes of paper and cardboard, as shown below, 
included under Nos. 461 and 462 of the French Customs 
Tariff. The effect of the Decree is to reduce the rates of 
duty actually payable on the articles in question, the ‘ co- 
efficient of increase’’ having been reduced as shown in the 
following statement : — 





|“ Coefficient 
| 7 33 
| of Lncrease. 
Rate of Duty | 








Tavifi under | Under ‘Under 
No. | Articles. * Minimum ” |Decree of,present 
| Tariff. (July 8th.|Decree. 

ex 461 Paper of all kinds, other Franes. cts. | | 


than the paper called per 100 kilog | 
fancy paper :— | 
Machine-made, weighing 
above 30 grammes per 
square metre, except 
newsprint paper as de- 
fined under the Law ot 
the 4th August, 1915 = lo v0 9.44 I 
Machine-made, weighing 
30 grammes or less per: | 
Sq. metre aa os| 36 00 5) 
_ Paper called fancy paper : 
Couched in white --| LO | 
Couched in _ colour, | 
marbled, printcd 
(indienne), — goffered, 
enamelled, stamped, 
stearined, paraitined, 
cut, prepared with oil 
or spirit, prepared for 
decalcomanias, couch- 
ed, coloured or marbled 
by machine .. «| 00 3 2. 
ec 462 | Cardboard in sheets or 
plates, weighing at least 
300 grammes per square 
metre, rough (including 
stray board ) mee a2} Of OO. 3 
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The Decree provides that, as regards strawboard (to 
which, under the Decree of the 8th July, the ‘‘coefficient 
of increase ”? did not apply), cargoes which are proved to 
have been shipped direct to a French port or to have been 
put en route direct from a European country for France 
prior to the publication of the present Decree shall be ad- 
mitted under the conditions of the Tariff formerly in force. 
.€., Shall pay only the duty specified in the Tariff (30 
francs per 100 kilogs). 

| Notr.—Under the system instituted by the Decree of the 
Sth July, the Customs duties actually payable on goods im- 
ported into France or Algeria are those established in the 
Customs Tariff multiplied by a factor (the ‘“‘coefficient 
of increase ’’) fixed by the Decree. Article 4 of that Decree 
provided for the periodical revision of the rates of the 
“coefficient”? by an MInter-Ministerial Commission; and 
the present Decree is issued as a resuit of the recommenda- 
tions of the revising Commission. } 
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ITALY. 
IMPORTS FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


With reference to the notice under the above heading at 
page 347 of last week’s *‘ Board of Trade Journal,’’ it 
appears from a further despatch which has been received 
from H.M. Commercial Counsellor at Rome that the list of 
goods which can only be imported into Italy from the United 
Kingdom under licence (as printed in the above-mentioned 
notice) requires to be amended as indicated below : — 





For ‘‘ chocolate,’ substitute ‘‘ chocolates and sweets.”’ 

For ‘‘ motor-cars (except chassis) ’’ substitute ‘‘ motor-cars, 
tractors, and lorrics (except chassis).”’ 

idd to the lst: 
Gilt and silvered articles. 
Imitation jew2llery. 

lielete from the list: 

Artificial flowers, made of textile materials. 





NETHERLANDS. 
EXPORT PROHIBITIONS RAISED. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the I oreign 
(itfice, of information to the effect that, in virtae of a Royal 
Decree published on the 26th of August, the prohibition on 
the export from the Netherlands of the undermentioned 
goods has been temporarily raised :—-Railway sleepers ; tele- 
graph and telephone posts, either prepared or unprepared ; 
and timber, sawn or ‘‘squared,’”’ that has not undergone 
further treatment. 








POLAND. 


IMPORTATION OF ARTICLES OF PRIM 
NECESSITY. 

According to an article published in the ‘ Kurjer 
Warszawski’’ for the 23rd August, a special Department 
has been set up by the Polish Government for the purpose 
ot purchasing articles of prime necessity. 

This Department, which is under the control of the 
Ministry of Supply, has the sole right within Poland to im- 
port or to issue permissions for import from abroad ct 
articles of prime necessity, and it will sell such articles 
ac prices calculated to include only the recovery of ihe 
office expenses. 

The following articles are regarded as articles of prime 
necessity, and therefore come within the scope of the new 
Department’s activities: —Rye, wheat, oats, barley, millet, 
iuckwheat, maize, rice, pulse; oleaginous, pasture, and 
other seeds; rye, wheat and other flour, crushed grain, 
bran, poppy seed and linseed cakes, malt, hay, straw, pota- 
toes, cabbages, onions and other vegetables; horned cattle, 
rams, sheep, swine, live fowls, various meats, fish, herrings, 
sardines, bacon, lard, melted grease, edible oils, conserves, 
butter, cheese, eggs, sugar, tea, coffee, cocoa, marmalade, 
table salt, coal, coke, peat, firewood, naphtha, petroleum, 
candles, matches, metallic articles for domestic use, soda. 
soap, leather for boots and shoes, ready-made boots and 
shoes, yarns, textile fabrics, thread, linen, clothes, and 


sacks. 








ROUMANIA. 
EXPORT OF GRAIN AND FORAGE. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the For2ign 
Office, of copy of a Roumanian Decree-Law, dated the 7th 
August and published in the ‘‘ Monitor Oficial’’ for the 
“th August, fixing the maximum prices of the following :— 
Wheat, rye, barley, oats, rapeseed (colza), natural forage. 
lucerne, trefoil, millet, etc., and wheat, rye, oat, and 
barley straw. 

Article 15 of the measure prohibits the exportation oi 
these grains and forage until fresh dispositions are made. 
Exportation will only be allowed under conditions to be 
laid down subsequently by the Council of Ministers. 


_— 





, 





SPAIN, 


EXPORT DUTY ON HIDES, SKINS, ETC. 
The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid ’”’ for the 20th August, contains 
a Royal Order (No. 132), dated the 16th August, which pro- 
vides that, as from the date of publication of the Order, 
export duty was to be levied, at the rates shown below, on 
the following classes of hides and skins, and on boots and 
shoes exported from Spain :— 
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Pes tas Cts. 


per kilog. net. 
Untanned sheepskins ..................c.20s008- H SU 
Untanned goatskins —...............6.0005 tiivne 3 UU 
Note.—Untanned sheepskins or goat- 
skins weighing not mere than nine 
kilogs per Gozen are exempt from ex- 
port duty. 
Sole leather (suela o corregel) ............45. 5) UU 
IE WII Ssiticnnddavisndtinadcesensensh< 15 OO 
Dressed sheepskins, Morocco leather, and 
OUMOT GHNINE GES ....o 52... sc ssercssossevess: 25 00 
PP EE hu sagetadicenccenewidinveaseedess 3U) 1) 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


GENERAL IMPORT LICENCE TO COVER TIN, 
CERTAIN DRUGS AND CHEMICALS. 

The War Trade Board Section of the Department of State 
sunounces (Ruling 825, dated the 15th August) that General 
Import Licence PBI 37 has been revised and extended, effec- 
tive 15th August, 1919, so as to permit the free importation 
thereunder, without individual import licences, of pig-tin 
and all metal alloys containing tin, and all drugs and chemi- 
cals except those dyestuffs and other articles hereinbelow in 
paragraph 4 specifically enumerated. 

As now amended, General Import Licence PBF No. 37 
authorises the importation into the United States from all 
countries of the world, except Hungary and those parts of 
Russia under the control of the Bolshevik authorities, of all 
commodities except those hereinafter specifically enumer- 
ated, to wit :— 

1, The following foodstuffs : — 

(a) Sugar; 
(b) Wheat and wheat fleur, the contro! over whose im- 
portation is now vested in the Wheat Director. 

2. Salvarsan, neosalvarsan, arsphenamine, and all substi- 
tutes therefor and equivalents thereof. 

3. All commodities whatsoever which have been produced 
or manufactured in Hungary. 

4. The following commodities, the control of whose impor- 
tation by individual import licences is desirable, to wit: The 
products hereinbelow in Groups I, II, and III, described, 
and all products derived directly or indirectly from coal tar, 
including crude products and intermediate products, as well 
us dyestuffs, medicinals, and other finished products, and 
including mixtures and compounds of such products and 
other products: 

Group I.—Acenaphthene, anthracene having a purity of 
less than 30 per centum, benzol, carbazol having a purity of 
less than 65 per centum, cumol, cymene, fluorene, methylan- 
thracene, methylnaphthalene, naphthalene having a solidify- 
ing point less than seventy-nine degrees Centigrade, pyridin, 
quinolin, toluol, xylol, dead or creosote oil, anthracene oil, 
pitch of coal tar, pitch of blast-furnace tar, pitch of oil-gas 
tar, pitch of water-gas tar, crude coal tar, crude blast-fur- 
nace tar, crude oil-gas tar, crude water-gas tar, all other 
distillates of any of these tars which on being subjected 
to distillation yield in the portion distilling below one 
hundred and ninety degrees Centigrade a quantity of tar 
acids less than 5 per centum of the original distillate, all 
mixtures of any of these distillates and any of the fore- 
going pitches, and all cther products that are found naturally 
in coal tar, whether produced or obtained from coal tar or 
other source. 

Group: I1.—Acetanilid not suitable for medicina! use, 
alphanaphthol, amidobenzoic acid, amidonaphthol, amido- 
phenétol, amidophenol, amidosalicylic acid, aminoanthra- 





quinone, anilin~ oil,  anilin salt, anthraquinone, 
arsanilic acid, benzaldehyde not suitable for medi- 
cinal use, benzalchloride, benzanthrene, benzidin, 


benzidin sulphate, benzoic acid not suitable for medicinal 
use, benzoquinone, benzoylchloride, benzyichloride, betanaph- 
thol not suitable for medicinal use,brombenzol, chlorbenzol, 
chlorophthalic gcid, cinnamic acid, cumidin, dehydrothio- 
toluidin, diaminostilbene, dianisidin, dichlorphthalic acid, 
dimethylanilin, dimethylamidophenol, dimethylphenylene- 
cdiamin, dinitrobenzol, dinitrochlorb2nzol, dinitronaphthalene, 
dinitrophenol, dinitrotolol, dioxynaphthalene, dipheny- 


lamin, ethylbenzyl anilin, hydroxyphenylarsinic acid, 
metanilic acid, methylanthraquinone, naphthylamin, 
naphthy!enediamin, nitranilin, nitroanthraquinone, 
nitrobenzaldehyde, nitrobenzol, nitronavhthalene, nitro- 


phenol, nitrophenylenediamin, nitrosodimethylanilin, nitro- 
toluol, nitrotoluylenediamin, phenol, phenylenediamin, 
phenylohydrazine, phenylnaphthylamin, phenylglvcocoll, 
phenylglycocol!-orthocarboxylic acid, phthalic acid, phthalic 
anhydride, phthalimid, resorcin not suitable for medicinal 
vse, salicylic acid and its salts not suitable for medicinal use, 
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sulphanilic acid, thiocarbanili, thiosalicylic acid. tetra- 
chlorphthalic acid, tetramethyldiaminobenzophenone, tetra- 
methyldiaminodiphenylmethane, toluol sulphochloride, toluol 
sulphamid, tribromphenol, toluidin, tolidin, toluylenediamin, 
zylidin, or any sulphoacid or sulpho-acid salt of any of the 
foregoing, or of any of the products provided for in Group 
1; all other products by whatever name known which are 
employed in the manufacture of any of the products pro- 
vided for in Group II or III, and which are obtained, de- 


rived, or manufactured in whole or in part from 
any of the foregoing or from any of the  pro- 


ducts provided for in Group I; anthracene having a 
purity of 30 per centum or more, carbazol having a purity of 
65 per centum or more, metoacresol having a purity of 90 per 
centum or more, naphthalene having a sotidifying point of 
seventy-nine degrees Centigrade or above, orthocresol having 
a purity of 90 per centum or more, paracresol having a purity 
of 9G per centum or more; all distillates of coal tar, blast- 
furnace tar, oil-gas tar, and water-gas tar which, on being 


‘subject to distillation, yield in the portion distilling below 


one hundred and ninety degrees Centigrade a quantity of tar 
acids equal to or more than 5 per centum of the original 
distillate; all mixtures, including solutions, consisting in 
whole or in part of any of the foregoing, except sheep dip 
and medicinal soaps. 

Group III.—Ail colours, dyes, or stains whether soluble or 
not in water, colour acids, colour bases, colour lakes, leuco- 
and leuco-bases whether colourless or not, indoxyl 
compounds; ink powders; photographic 

suitable for medicinal use, acet- 
salicvlic acid, antipyrine, benzal- 

medicinal use, benzoic acid 
able for medicinal use, betanaphthol suitable for 
medicinal use, phenolphthalein, resorcin suitable for 
medicinal use, salicylic acid and its salts suitable for medi- 
cinal use, salol, and other medicinals; sodium benzoate ; 
saccharin, methylsalicylate, coumarin, and other flavours: 
synthetic phenolic resin and all resinlike products prepared 
from phenol, cresol, phthalic anhydride, coumarene, indene, 
or from any other article or material provided for in Group 
I or II, all of these products whether in a solid, semi-solid 
or liquid condition ; synthetic tanning materials ; picric acid, 
trinitrotoluol, and other explosives except smokeless powders : 
all the foregoing when obtained, derived, or manufactured 
in whole or in part from any of the products provided for in 
Group I or II; natural alizarin and natural indigo, and 
colours, dyes, stains, colour acids, colour bases, colour lakes, 
lenco-acids, leuco-bases, indoxyl, and indoxy! compounds ob- 
tained. derived, or manufactured in whole or in part from 
natural alizarin or natural indigo; natural methyl salicylate 
o: oil of wintergreen or oil of sweet birch; natural coumarin ; 
and all mixtures, including solutions, consisting in whole or 
in part of any of the articles or materials provided for in 
this group. ny 

All applications for licences to import dyes, intermediates, 
derivatives of coal tar, synthetic organic chemicals and 
drugs and all other commodities enumerated in the fore- 
Ying paragraph 4 must be accompanied by supplemental 
information sheets giving complete specifications of the 
character of the commodity proposed to be imported. Such 
supplement] information sheets are procurable from the 
Bureau of Imports, War Trade Board Section, Department 
of State, Washington, D.C. 

Collectors of Customs and United States Consu!s abroad 
have been instructed that certificates of non-enemy origin 
(Consular Form 235) are no longer required for any com- 
modity whatsoever, but the supplemental information sheet 
referred to in the preceding paragraph must in each case 
contain such information as will enable the War Trade Board 
Section to determine the actual origin of the goods. 
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Openings for British i cade. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 





“Openings” by applying to the Department of Overseas 
['rade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. 


In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
—T 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, London, 


Replies must be sent to the Department, and not to i 
Overseas Officers, except where otherwise stated. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—<Applications 
are frequently received at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Inielligence) from firms in all parts of the 
United Kingdom and abroad, who wish to get into communica- 
tion with British manufacturers or producers of various classes 
of goods with a view to obtaining supplies. 

An application has been recorded during the past week for 
the names of manufacturers of the following (among other) 
articles : — “2 

Glove knives. 

Glove pufting irons. 

Aluminium and plated metals. 

British manuiacturers of these articles now in a position to 
supply are invited to make application for the name of the en- 
quirer. 
AUSTRALIA. z 
SOFT GOODS AND FANCY GOODS.—A Melbourne agent 
1s desirous of getting into touch with United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of soft goods and fancy goods, with a view to under- 
taking their representation in Victoria, on a commission basis 
only. The enquirer has been connected with the soft goods trade 
for the past 10 years and claims to have personal and business 
connections with the leading buyers in Melbourne. * (Reference 
No. 632.) 

MACHINE TOOLS AND GLASS GOODS.—A Melbourne firm 
of good standing and business connections, whose representative 
is expected in England shortly, desires to get into touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of machine tools, and glass goods 
for railway and other purposes, with a view to undertaking their 
representation in Australia. (Reference No. 633.) 

WOOLLEN GOODS.—A manufacturers’ agent in Sydney 
desires to obtain the representation, in New South Wales and 
Queens'and, of United Kingdom manufacturers of woollen goods. 
The enquirer has extensive business connections among the 
wholesale and the larger retail soft goods houses in these States, 
and wishes to operate on a commission basis only. (Reference 
No. 634.) 

CARPETS, FLOOR COVERINGS. SERGES, ETC.—A_ well- 
known Melbourne firm, who have been established for the past 
15 years, desire to obtain the representation, throughout 
Australia, of United Kingdom manufacturers of carpets, floor 
coverings, serges, tweeds, damasks, linens. silks. underwear, 
hosiery, etc., gloves (fabric and otherwise) towels (Turkish prin- 
cipally), cotton dress material. prints. calicoes. etce., woollen 
dress materials and laces. (Reference No. €35.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in flustralia has forwarded 
copies of the specifications, conditions of contract, tender forms, 
etc., in connection with calls for tetiders by the Victorian Rail- 
ways Commissioners, as follows :— 

CANVAS.—(1) Up to 11 a.m. on 26th November for the supply 
and delivery of canvas. (Contract No. 32537.) 

ELECTRIC WELDING SET, ETC.—(2) Up te 11 a.m. on 
Srd December for the supply and delivery of a portable electric 
welding set and accessories. (Contract No. 32562.) 

Sealed tenders will be received, up to the dates mentioned, by 
the Secretary for Railways, Spencer Street, Melbourne, and must 
be accompanied by a preliminary deposit equal to one-half per 
cent. of the amount of tender. Local representation is necessary. 

The above-mentioned copies of specifications, etc., may be con- 
sulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the 
: +2 eae of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
be he 

SWITCH BOARDS, ETC.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
has also forwarded copies of the specification, tender form, 
drawings, etc., in connection with a call for tenders by the 
Denuty Postmaster General, Melbourne, for the supply, delivery 
and erection in the Colingwood Telephone Exchange, Melbourne, 
of automatic switchboards. with all associated equipment. 
(Schedule No. 1583.) 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will he received at the 
Office of the Deputy Postmaster-General up to 3 p.m. on 20th 
January. 1920. 

Preliminary deposits may be paid at the Office of the 
Hich Commissioner in London for tha Commonwealth of Australia. 
Australia House, Strand, W.C.2. 
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A deposit of 5 per cent. on the first £1,000 and of 2) per cent. 
on the amount above that sum is required with each tender ; 
minimum deposit £2. The tenderer, if not resident in Australia, 
or if a company registered outside the Commonwealth, must have 
an agent in Australia to receive notifications of acceptance and 
other notices under the contract. 

The above-mentioned copies of the specification, etc., may be 
consulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Room of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.U.2. ° 

3-PHASE TRANSFORMERS.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at 
Sydney has forwarded a copy of specification, conditions and form 
of tender in connection with a cail for tenders by the New South 
Wales Government Railways and Tramways for the manufacture, 
supply and delivery of three 3-phase transformers. (Specification 
No. 512.) . 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received by the 
Railway Commissioners for New South Wales, Phillip Street, 
Svdney, up to noon on the 1st October. . 

‘Tenders must be accompanied by a deposit on the following 
scale :—£5 for tenders not exceeding £200; £10 for tenders over 
£200 but not exceeding £500; £15 for tenders over £500 but 
not exceeding £1,000; £20 for tenders over £1,000 but not 
exceeding £2,000, and 1 per cent. of the value of the offer if 
above £2,000. . 

Copies of the specifications, conditions and form of tender may 
be obtained from the Office of the Electrical Engineer, New South 
Wales Government Railways and Tramways, 61, Hunter Street, 
Sydney, New South Wales, on payment of 2s. 6d. 

‘A copy of-the specifications, etc., may be consulted by United 
Kingdom manufacturers of transformers at the Enquiry Office 
of the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and [ntell1- 
gence), 73, Basinghall Street. London, E.C.2. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited and this intimation therefore will be of use only io 
firms having agents in the Commonwealth who can be instructed 
by cable. 

“ARMOURED CABLE.—The Imperial Trade Correspondent at 
Brisbane has forwarded a copy of specification No. 401, con- 
ditions of contract and tender for cable (paper insulated, lead 
covered, stee] tape armoured and served), to be used in connection 
with Schedule 475 inviting tenders for armoured cable. 

Sealed tenders on the proper forms, will be received by the 
Deputy Postmaster-General, Brisbane. up to noon on 22nd 
October. Tenders must be accompanied by a preliminary deposit 
of 2 per cent. on the first £500, and 1 per cent. on the amount 
above that sum; minimum deposit £2. Preliminary deposits may 
be paid at the offices of the High Commissioner in London for 
the Commonwealth of Australia, Australia House, Strand, W.C.2. 

The tenderer. if not resident in Australia, or if a companv 
registered outside the Commonwealth, must name an agent in 
Australia to receive notifications of acceptance and other notices 
under the contract. 

The above-mentioned copy of specifications, etc., may be con- 
sulted bv United kingdom manufacturers of cables at the Enquirv 
Office of the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intellicence). 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2 

Tt. will be observed that the time for the veceipi of tenders is 
limited. and this intimation therefore. will be of use only to firms 
having agents in the Commonwealth who can be instructed bv 
cable. 





CANADA. 

CUTLERY, HARDWARE, GROCERIES, ETU.—A recenily 
established firm of manufacturers’ agents and commission 
merchants in St, John’s, Newfoundland, are desirous of obtaining 
the representation of, United Kingdom manufacturers of cutlery, 
hardware, groceries, etc., for the whole of Canada. (Reterence 
No. 636. 

SPORTING GOODS AND HARDWARE.—A manutac‘ureis 
agent, who has resided, it is stated, in Winnipeg for 35 years 
is desirous of obtaining the representation of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of sporting goods and hardware. The applicant 
has acted as manufacturers’ agent in these lines for many years, 
and is said to have been successful in placing such products on 
the market. (Reference No. 637.) 

CROCKERY, CHINA, CUTLERY, DYES, ETC.—A firm of 
manufacturers’ agents at Toronto are desirous of obtaining 
agencies on a commission basis for British manufacturers of 
crockery, china, glassware, cutlery, and dyes. ‘The territory to 
be covered consists of the whole of Canada. (Reference No. 638.) 

HOSTERY, GLOVES. UNDERWEAR. AND PIECE-GOODS. 
—A Winnipeg firm of shippers and manufacturers of: men’s wear 
are anxious to resume trade with United Kingdom manufacturers 
of hosiery, gloves and underwear, shirtings and piece-goods. 
The firm state that thev will be glad to hear from United 
Kingdom firms interested, and wish particularly to know 
approximately. in addition to prices. the dates on which they 
may expect deliverv. feference No. 639.) 

CARPETS. LINOT-FUMS,. WOOTLENS, FURNISHING 
FABRICS AND GENERAL DRY GOODS.—A mannfacturers’ 
agent at Winnipeg desires to get. into touch with United King- 
dom mannfacturers of carpets, linoleums. woollens, furnishing 
fabrics and general drv goods, with a view to representing them 
far sales on commission throughout the Dominion of Canada. 
(Reference No. 640.) 

PHARMACEUTICAL SPECIALITIES.—A = manufacturers’ 
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agent at Toronto, with considerable experience of the wholesale 
and retail drug trade and an established connection, desires to 
obtain agencies for the sale of United Kingdom products, on 
commission. (Reference No. 641.) 

MEN’S FURNISHINGS AND DRY GOODS.—A manufac. 

turers agent at Calgary desires to obtain agencies for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of men’s furnishings and dry goods, for 
sale, on commission, in the provinces of Alberta and British 
Columbia. (Reference No. 642.) 
_ BILLIARD TABLE CLOTH AND ACCESSORIES.—A manu- 
facturers’ agent at Toronto desires to represent, on commission, 
United Kingdom suppliers of billiard-table cloth and billiard. 
table accessories, for the Dominion of Canada. He is reported 
to have had considerable experience of the trade and to have a 
good connection. (Reference No. 643.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Departinent of Overseas 


Trade. 

CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER'S ENQUIRIES. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further information 
may be obtained :— 

LEATHER FOR MOTOR CAR BODIES.—A Canadian com- 
pany manufacturing motor cars, wishes to purchase supplies of 
leather as used in the trimming of bodies, and wou!d like to 
a from United Kingdom manufacturers in a position to fill 
orders. 

ARTIFICIAL LIMBS, SURGICAL SPLINTS, ETC.—A 
Canadian manufacturer of artificial limbs, surgical splints, etc., 
from raw hide, by a patented process, is desirous of arranging 
for their manufacture in the United Kingdom. 

TEXTILES, GROCERIES, HARDWARE, ETC.—The repre- 
sentative of an important Montreal importing and exporting 
company who is at present in England, wishes to effect con- 
nections with United Kingdom manufacturers of all kinds wish- 
ing to develop trade with the Dominion, particularly textiles, 
groceries, hardware, and engineering lines. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR TOILET PREPARATIONS AND 
PERFUMES.—A Canadian company manutacturing toilet pre- 
parations and perfumes, are desirous of finding a market for 
them in the United Kingdom, and ask to be placed in touch with 
importers. 


NEW ZEALAND. 

BOOTS AND SHOES.—A well-known firm of Wellington 
merchants desire to take up an agency for New Zealand jor a 
United Kingdom manufacturer of boots and shoes. The firm wish 
to buy for their own account’ as exclusive purchasers in New 
Zealand and would themselves distribute to retail and wholesale 
firms. (Reference No. 644.) 

BUILDERS’ SUPPLIES.—A firm of commercial brokers and 
merchants in Auckland desire to get into touch with United 
Kingdom manufacturers of wall boards, 3-plies, veneers, asbestos 
sheets and slates, white lead, paint, linseed oil, etc., with a view 





‘ to representing them as agents in the Dominion. (Reference 


No. 645.) 

GLASS. CHINA AND PORCELAIN WARE.—A irader estab- 
lished at Waipawa. Hawkes Bay, desires to obtain agencies, for 
the Dominion of New Zealand. for United Kingdom manufac- 
turers and exporters of glass, china, and porcelain ware. The en- 
quirer is. at present in this country, and is willing to interview 
British manufacturers who desire representation in the Dominion. 


\Reference No. 645a.) : 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

WATER METERS.—The Imperial Trade Correspondent in 
Johannesburg has forwarded copies of specifications, conditions 
of contract and tender form, in connection with a call for tenders 
by the Johannesburg Counci! jor the supply and delivery of 
800 half-inch water meters (Contract No. 527). 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received by the 
Town Clerk, Municipal Offices, Johannesburg, up to noon on 
2nd October. <A certified cheaue for an amount equal to 10 per 
cent. of the to‘al amount of the offer must accompany each 
tender; the maximum amount of the deposits is fixed at £100. 

The above-mentioned copies of specification, etc., may be con- 
sulted by United Kingdom manufacturers of water meters at the 
Enquiry Office of the Denartment of Overseas Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street. London, E.C.2. 

It will be observed that. the time for the receipt. of tenders is 
limited, and this intimation will. therefore. be of use onlv to 
= having agente in South Africa who can be instructed by 
cable. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES. 

DRY GOODS, HARDWARE. WOOLLEN GOODS, ETC.—- 
A firm of commission agents in Trinidad are desirous of represent- 
ing United Kingdom manufacturers of dry goods. hardware. 
woollen coods. etc. The territory to be covered is the whole of 
the British West. Tndies and Bermnda. (Reference No. 646 ) 

MOTOR CYCLES.—A firm in Trinidad are desirous of ob- 
taining the agency for a good make of British motor bicvele. The 
firm in question are stated to be well eauipped for handling any 
motor proposition. (Reference No. 647.) 

— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 
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EGYPT. 

CANVAS AND DUCK CLOTHS AND GENERAL MER- 
CHANDISE.—A firm of agents in Cairo, whose travellers visit 
regularly the chief towns in Egypt, Sudan, Palestine, Syria, etc., 
is desirous of representing United Kingdom manufacturers in- 
terested in these markets tor various goods. Definite orders are 
waiting to be placed immediately for ‘“ Willesden Canvas ” and 
duck canvas of any width, and samples with quotations are 
invited to be sent direct. The firm can also export Egyptian 
goods, such as onions, wheat, barley, sesame, arabic gums, etc. 
(Reference No. 648.) | 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


ASH SEATS AND ARCHES FOR CAMEL SADDLES.—The 
Egyptian War Department is calling for tenders for the supply of 
ash seats and ash arches for camel riding saddles. 

All particulars may be obtained from Nir A. L. Webb, 
K.C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Westminster, 8.W.1. 

Tenders are returnable by the 29th September. and are to remain 


open seven days. 
EUROPE. 
AUSTRIA. 


KFOODSTUFFS.—An Austrian firm at Vienna wishes to get 
into touch with United Kingdom exporters of all kinds of food- 
stuffs. including tinned foods, especially corned beef. They give 
Austrian bankers’ references. (Reference No. 649.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


AUSTRIA (Occupied Territory), 

ACCESSORIES FOR ENGINES.—A hardware merchant of 
Fiume desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of valves, cocks, oil gauges, lamps, screws, nuts, bolts, 
tools and general accessories for steam, gas and petrol engines. 
(Reference No. 650.) 

COAL AND SHIPPING AGENT: SERVICES OFFERED.— 
H.M. Consul-General at Trieste reports that a shipping agent 
estublished in that town, with a branch office at Genoa, desires 
to obtain agencies for United Kingdom coal and shipping firms, 
to act as agent for the sale of coal, and as steamship agent for 
shipping firms. (Reference No. 651.) 

— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 


BELGIUM. 

GOODS REQUIRED FOR PIANOFORTE MANUFACTURE. 
—A Belgian enquirer at Liége desires an agency, with depot, for 
all goods required for manufacturing and repairing pianos, piano 
players, harmoniums and organs, also for motors, etc., for elec- 
tric piano-players. The enquirer claims 20 years’ experience, and 
owns retail shop. (Reference No. 652.) | 

DRUGS, ETC.—A Belgian enquirer in Brussels desires agency 
for British firms exporting drugs, etc. (Reference No. 653.) 

_ PAPER, STATIONERY AND FANCY GOODS.—A demobil- 

ised Belgian officer, who is reported to be of sound financial 

position and good reputation, and who before the war represented 

German and Austrian firms, is anxious to obtain agencies for 

United Kingdom manufacturers of paper, stationery, and fancy 

goods. (Reference No. 654.) 
TINNED AND SALTED GOODS, CHOCOLATE, CONFEC- 

TIONERY, ETC.—A Belgian enquirer at Liége desires to obtain 

the agency, with depot, of United Kingdom firms exporting tinned 

and salted goods, chocolate, confectionery, etc., first and second 
qualities. The applicant claims 6 years’ business experience, 

wholesale and semi-wholesale. (Reference No. 655.) 

— should be addressed to the Depariment of Overseas 

rade. 

IMPROVEMENTS IN BELGIAN CANAL.—H.M. Commercial 
Secretary in Brussels calls attention to the fact that the contract 
for the work in connection with improvements in the Charleroi- 
Brussels Canal, awarded to a Schaerbeck firm on 31st May, will 
expire on 31st October next. The work. presumably, will be 
incomplete on that date and this information mav be of interest 
to British contractors in view of future requirements. 

BUYERS AND AGENCIES FOR UNITED KINGDOM 
GOODS. 

His Majesty’s Consul-General at Antwerp has forwarded a 
supplementary list of Belgian firms (buvers and agents) desiring 
to establish business relations with United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of the following goods :— ” 

GOODS REQUIRED. 

Men’s heavy boots and army boots. 

. Agricultural implements. 

. Grain. 

Foodstuffs, wines and spirits, polish, colours. 

Leather. 

Wooden pegs for boots, 

Foodstuffs, stout, ale, and beer. 

. Rubber heels. 

. Agricultural seeds : mixed grass, ray grass, clovers, beet- 
roots. and all other field seeds. Selected seed grain: 
barley, oats, wheat, corn, etc. 

. Hosiery (purchase and agency). 

. Boot making machinery 

. Lead, zine and copper waste, and ash. 

13. Cotton, linen, silk, and woollen piece-goods, clothing and 

drapers’ sundries generally (purchase and agency). 
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14. Aniline dyes, coir yarns. 
15. Minerals, ores, castings, coal, coke, pitch, refractory pro- 
ducts (purchase and agency). 
AGENCIES DESIRED. 

16. Bicycles and agcessories. 

17. Foodstuffs, pr@serves, biscuits, jams, ale and stout, canned 

meat, asbestos, chemicals, motor car tyres. 

18. Foodstuffs, manufactured articles generally. 

19. Seeds, grain and flour. 

20. Leather and all articles for boot making. 

21. Mineral, vegetable and animal oil and grease, also deriva-~ 

tives. 

22. Leather-ware, fancy goods, saddiery. 

235. General goods. 

Communications in connection with the foregoing enquiries 
should be addressed to the Be!gian Trade and Reconstruction 
Section of the Department of Overseas Trade, Regent House, 
Kingsway, London, W.C.2. (Reference No. 4657 T. and R.) 

TEMPORARY BUILDINGS, ETC., FOR PROPOSED 
EXHIBITION AT ANTWERP.—The Acting British Consul- 
General at Antwerp reports that a notice has appeared in the 
local press to the effect that a variety Exhibition (non-commercial), 
to be known as “Luna Park,” is to be created at Antwerp in 
May, 1920. 

British firms interested in the erection of temporary buildings 
and the construction of side-shows are invited to communicate 
direct with the Sécrétaire des Fétes d’Anvers 1930, 21, cue 
d’ Arenberg, Antwerp. 





CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. , 
CHEMICALS, COLOURS, LIQUORS, PROVISIONS AND 
CHIN A.—Two reliable merchants wish to act as agents for British 
firms dealing in chemicals, colours, liquors, provisions and china- 
ware. (Reference No. 666.) 
PROVISIONS.—An agent of good standing in Prague wishes 
to represent United Kingdom firms exporting provisions of all 
kinds to Czecho-Slovakia. (Reference No. 657. 
BNGINEERING.—H.M. Chargé d’Affaires, Prague, reports 
that a doctor of enginee1ing of the Prague Technical University 
wishes to act as agent to British firms interested in the sale of 
machinery in that country. (Reference No. 658.) 
oe ee should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





PRANCE. 

METALLURGICAL SUPPLIES. — H.M.  Consul-Generai, 
Lyons, reports that an agent, with extensive connections in that 
town, desires to obtain agencies, on a commission basis, for 
United Kingdom manviacturers of metallurgical supplies. 
(Reference No. 659.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





ITALY 


COCOA AND CHEMICAL PRODUCTS.—An agent, of many 
years standing in Turin (a French subject), desires to obtain 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of 
cocoa and chemical products. (Reference No. 660.) 

PAINTS, VARNISHES;, CHEMICALS AND PHARMACEU- 
TICAL PRODUCTS. TEXTILE AND FISHING NE? 
MACHINERY. ETC.—A general agent and importer in Milan 
desires to obtain agencies exclusively for Italy for United King 
dom manufacturers of paints and varnishes, chemical and phar- 
maceutical products, fishing nets, and machinery for textile 
industries and fishing nets. (Reference No. 661.) 

WELDLESS STEEL TUBES, ELECTRIC COPPER WIRE 
AND INSULATED CABLES.—An agent in Milan, who has had 
several years’ experience with an engineering firm in the United 
Kingdom, desires to obtain agencies, for Italy, for United King- 
dom manufacturers of weldless steel tubes for boilers, steam 
piping, water piping, etc., copper wire and insulated cables for. 
electric current transmission. (Reference No. 662.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





SCANDINAVIA, FINLAND, RUSSIA, ETC. 

COAL, COKE, GREASES, AND OILS.—A Copenhagen firm 
desire to obtain the sole representation of United Kingdom ex- 
porters of coal and coke, and manufacturers or exporters of 
greases and oils (lubricating, burning, benzine, benzol, etc.) for 
Scandinavia, Finland, Russia and Germany, if desired. (Refer- 
ence No. 663.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





SPAIN. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Madrid reports the receipt of 
the following enquiries : — 

INSURANCE, SHIPPING AND GENERAL MER- 
CHANDISE.—A Spanish firm at Bilbao, who already hold certain 
British agencies, desire to secure an agency of a United Kingdom 
insurance and shipping company, and also that of a United King- 
dom firm exporting general merchandise. (Reference No. 664.5 

MACHINERY, ETC.—A firm in Barcelona desires to get into 
touch with United Kingdom firms dealing in machinery, oils 
and greases, cotton, petroleum and gasoline, ooal, steel tools, 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





olive oil, tinned Spanish products, saffron and capsicum. 
(Reference No. 665.) 

INSURANCE.—H.M. Consul-General, Seville, reports that a 
firm in that city is desirous ef securing an agency for a United 
Kingdom insurance company, either for the whole of Spain or 
for Andalusia. They state that they are willing to accept the 
agency for any kind of insurance, but prefer marine insurance. 
(Reference No. 666.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





SWITZERLAND. 

PROVISIONS, COLONIAL PRODUCE, CHEMISTS’ SUN- 
DRIES. CLOTHING AND CUTLERY.—An agent in Lugano 
wishes to receive the representation in Switzerland of United 
Kingdom exporters of provisions, Colonial produce, pharmaceutical 
preparations, perfumery, clothing, drapery and cutlery. (Ref- 
erence No. 667.) 





TURKEY. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Constantinople draws attention 
to the following openings in the Turkish Empire :-— 

INSURANCE AGENT.—There is. it is stated, an exceptionally 
good opening for the agent of a United Kingdom insurance com- 
pany in Samsoun. 

AUCTIONEER AND ESTATE AGENT.—In Constantinople, 
whers at present no United Kingdom firm of auctioneers and 
estate agents exists. an energetic firm is badly wanted for selling 
damaged goods at the docks. etc.. and for usual] house-agents’ 
work with a large number of flats, hotels, building sites, shops 
and offices. 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS.—With regard to chartered 
accountants. competition is badly needed in Constantinople, 
where one firm only exists at the present time. 


AFRICA: 








MOROCCO. 

IRON AND STEEL MATERIAL.—An agent in Rabat, 
Morocco, is desiroys of corresponding with United Kingdom 
tims who are prepared to offer iron and steel material on a 
¢.if. basis for payment on arrival] of documents on that side. 
fhe applicant is particularly interested in steel] joints. (Reference 
No. 668.) 


Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 








‘Trade. 
ASIA. 
PALESTINE. | 
INSURANCE AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A firm 


agents, established 
and Haifa, wish to 
United Kingdom 


of forwarding, shipping and _ insurance 
in Jaffa, with branches in Jerusalem 
secure the representation, in Palestine. of 
insurance companies. (Reference No. 669.) 


LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

CHEMICAL PRODUCTS, INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS, 
LABORATORY ARTICLES, ETC.—H.M. Commercial Secretary 
of Legation at Buenos Aires reports that a firm in that city, who 
already represent a number of important British firms for the 
sale of various classes of goods, is desirous of obtaining the 
representation of a United Kingdom manufacturer for each of 
the following lines:—Chemical products for pharmaceutical uses, 
industrial chemicals, microscopes, and laboratory articles, includ- 
ing scales, stoves and articles of glass and _ porcelain. The 
proprietor of the firm is an Argentine with good business con- 
nections, speaking and writing English fluently, and maintaining 
a permanent showroom of samples of the manufactures for which 
he holds agencies. He is stated to be excellently equipped for 
the agencies sought. (Reference No. 670.) 

GENERAL HARDWARE, IRON AND STEEL GOODS, 
(CHINA, PAINTS. ETC.—A British subject, with twenty years 
experience in South America (sixteen in Argentina) is shortly 
returning to Buenos Aires and is desirous of obtaining agencies 
for United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of general 
hardware, iron and steel goods, china and earthenware. paints 
and varnishes, and particularly manufacturers’ specialities in 
these or other lines. (Reference No. 671.) 











BRAZIL. 
HBAVY CHEMICALS, SPICE AND PEPPER.—A general 


commission agent, British, established at Rio de Janeiro since 
1888, and claiming to be well connected with local buyers, would 
be glad to act as sole agent for an exporter of heavy chemicals, 
and for a spice and pepper merchant. The enquirer claims to be 
an experienced buyer of Brazilian produce (other than coffee) for 
export. (Reference No. 672.) 

‘ + gig should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 

rade. 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 
EXPORTS OF CERTAIN COAL TAR PRODUCTS. 


The Board of Trade (Export Licence Department) desire 
to draw attention to the fact that the export of— 

“Coal tar end derivatives thereof (except solvent 
naptha, cresylic acid, and mixtures containing cresylic 
acid) suitable for use in the manufacture of dyes and 
explosives, whether obtained from coal tar or other 
sources, and mixtures and preparations containing such 
products or derivatives,”’ 

is stall prohibited to all destinations. 
Certain coal tar products, such as:— 

Naphthaiene and its derivatives ; 

Toluol and its derivatives; 

Picric acid; 

Xylol and its derivatives; 

Carbolic acid crystals ; 

Anthracene oil; 

Benzol and its derivatives; 

Cresols (ortho, para and meta), and their derivatives; 
were originally mentioned by name in the British list of 
prohibited exports, but these prohibitions have now been 
merged in the inclusive prohibition on the export of coal- 
tar products. The export of Naphthalene, Toluol, Picric 
Acid, and the other coal-tar products above-mentioned, 
should therefore be regarded as prohibited to al] destina- 
tions, and applications for licences to export them should 
be addressed in the usual way to the Controller, Export 
Licence Department, 1, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, 
Westminster, S.W. 1. 











POSTAL SECTION. 


DUPLICATE INVOICES OF POSTAL 
TO GUATEMALA. 





PARCELS 





According to information received from His Majesty’s 
Charge d’Affaires at Guatemala, duplicate invoices of all 
postal parcels despatched to Guatemala must be sent by the 
consignor to the addressee, one copy of the invoice being now 
required by the Guatemalan Postal Authorities, in addition 
to the Customs declaration which is at present attached to 
the parcel. 





FOOD SECTION. 
WINTER MILK PRICES. 


Maximum WHOLESALE PRICES. 


The Food Controller announces that he has decided to 
fix the maximum prices for wholesale sales of milk by or on 
behalf of the producer throughout Great Britain for the 
months October, 1919, to April, 1920, inclusive, as follows : — 

October, 2s. 2d.; November, 2s. 8d.; December, 3s. 3d.; 
January, 3s. 3d.; February, 3s. 3d.; March, 3s.; April, 
2s, 2d. per gallon, together in each case with a sum equal to 
the net amount for the charges for railway transport 
actually incurred by the seller. The average of the above 
maximum prices (excluding the railway charges) is 
2s. 9 6-7d. per gallon. These prices have been agreed to 
by the President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

Where the milk is collected by the buyer from the 
preguises of the seller, the maximum price will be ascer- 
tained by deducting 1d. per gallon from the above prices. 
Where milk is sold wholesale by or on behalt of any person 
other than the producer, the maximum prices will be as 
tollows :— 

In the case of milk delivered by the producer to or for 
the account of the buyer in accordance with the directions 
of the seller, 3d. per gallon higher than the corresponding 
price chargeable to the seller by the producer. 

In the case of milk not so delivered (1) when delivery is 
made to the buyer’s railway station or at the seller’s 
premises: October, 2s. 5d.; November, 2s. 11d.; December, 
3s. 4d.; January, 3s. 4d.; February, 3s. 4d.; March, 3s. 2d. ; 
April, 2s. 5d. per gallon, with, in addition. the net railway 
charges (if any) paid by the seller for transportation from 
the seller’s station to the buyer’s station. 

(2) When delivery is made to the buyer’s premises: 
October, 2s. 1ld.; November, 3s. 3d.; December, 3s. 5d. ; 
January, 3s. 5d.; February, 3s. 5d.; March, 3s. 4d.: April, 
Zs. 11d. per gallon. 

The figures stated in (1) above give an average monthly 
margin of 2d. per gallon; and in (2) an average monthly 
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@OVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE. —continued. 





margin of 5d. per gallon, which are the same margins as 
were allowed under the Milk (Summer) Prices Order, 1919. 
Maximum RetAit PRICEs. 


The Food Controller has also decided to fix the maximum 
retail prices as follows: October, lld.; November, 1s. ; 
December, ls.; January, ls.; February, 1ls.; March, 1s. ; 
April, lld. per quart. 

The Order fixing all the above-mentioned prices will be 
issucd at an early date. 

The maximum retail prices will, as under previous Orders, 
be subject to appropriate reduction in the various Food 
Control Committee districts according to the local costs of 
distribution. On the previous experience of the Ministry 
it is not expected that the maximum retail prices set out 
above will be applicable in more than about 8 per cent. of 
the 1,831 Food Control Committee districts. 

An announcement on the question of the prices and 
control of British and Irish hard cheese during the period 
after 30th September will be made ac an early date. The 
maximum first-hand price for Grade A British and Irish 
hard Cheese made in October will, however, be 2s. 2d. per 
pound, with corresponding prices for the lower grades. 





GENERAL SECTION. 





THE PROFITEERING ACT, 1919, 

The following Order, dated 9th September, has been 
issued by the Board of Trade under the Profitecring Act, 
1919 : — 

Whereas by the Profiteering Act, 1919 (hereinafter 
referred to as The Act) certain powers are conferred on the 
Board of Trade with a view to the checking of profiteering: 

And whereas under Section 2 of the Act the Board of 
Trade are empowered to authorise Local Authorities to 
establish Local Committees and to delegate to those com- 
mittees all or any of the powers of the Board under the 
Act in respect of any articles*or classes of articles or sales 
(except the power of the Board to fix prices) and to make 
reguiations and give directions as to the constitution, 
powers and procedure of committees so established: 

Now, therefore, the Board of Trade in the exercise of the 
above recited powers do hereby authorise each Local 
Authority mentioned or referred to or included in the 
definition in the Schedule hereto to establish a Local Com- 
mittee, and do hereby delegate to all Local Committees so 
established all the powers of the Board in relation to retail 
sales under Section 1 of the Act (except the power of the 
Board to fix maximum prices under paragraph (a) of sub- 
section (1) and the powers of the Board under sub-section 
(7) of that section) and do hereby make the regulations set 
out in the Schedule hereto as to the constitution, powers 
and procedure of Local Committees established as aforesaid. 


SCHEDULE. 
REGULATIONS FOR LOCAL COMMITTEES AND 
APPEAL TRIBUNALS. 
DEFINITIONS. 

In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise 
requires : — 

“Tne Act’’ means the Profiteering Act, 1919. 

“Loca, AvutTHority’? means in the application of these 
tegulations to KMngland and Wales, the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Commons of the City of London in Commoa Council 
assembled, the Council of a Metropolitan Borough, the 
Council of a Municipal Borough or other Urban District, 
the Council of a Rural District, or the Council of the Isles 
of Scilly, and in the application of these Regulations to 
Scotland the Council of a County and the Town Council of 
a Royal, Pariiamentary, or Police Burgh. 

‘District’ means the District or Area for which the 
Local Authority acts. 

“Loca CoMMITTEBR’”’? means any Local Committee 
appointed by the Local Authority under these regulations 
or any Sub-Committee or Special Sub-Committee appointed 
by the Local Committee, and consisting of members of the 
Local Committee. - 

‘‘Appeal TripuNau’? means any Appeal _ Tribunal 
established by the Board of Trade under the Act, or any 
Committee of such Appeal Tribunal appointed by the 
Appeal Tribunal and consisting of members of the Appeal 
Tribunal, 

‘‘PRESCRIBED’’ means Prescribed by the Board of Trade. 

Other words or expressions which are defined by the Act 
have the same meaning as in the Act. 


PART I. 
CONSTITUTION OF LocaL COMMITTEES. 
1. The Local Authority may appoint a Local Committee 





GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING] TRADE—continued. 





under the Act consisting of not less than seven, and not 
more than twenty-five, members to act for the district of 
the Local Authority. Provided that the Board of Trade, 
in pursuance of its powers under the Act may make, as 
respects any particular district, any modification of this 
provision. 

2. The Local Authority may from time to time appoint 
such additional members of the Local Committee as in the 
opinion of the Authority may be necessary; so, however, 
that there shall not at any time be more than twenty-five 
members. The Local Authority may also fill vacancies 
caused by death, retirement or otherwise on the Local 
Committee, and in any case in which they are of opinion 
that it is desirable, in order to secure the due administra- 
tion of the Act so to do, the Local Authority may revoke 
the appointment of any member. 

3. In the appointment of members of the Local Com- 
mittee the Local Authority shall provide that not less than 
two members of the Committee shall be women. The 
Local Authority shall also provide for the adequate repre- 
sentation of Labour on each Committee, and in order to 
provide for comphance with Regulation 30, shall further 
provide for the representation of the Local Food Control 
Committee by the appointment to the Local Committee of 
not less than three members of the Local Food Control 
Committee. 


4. The expenses of any Local Committee established by a 
Local Authority in England or Wales shall be defrayed by 
the Local Authority out of the same fund or rate as 
expenses incurred by the Local Authority under the Public 
Health Act 1875, or the Public Health (London) Act 1891, 
as the case may be, and in Scotland out of the public health 
general assessment, provided that such expenses shall not 
be reckoned in any calculation as to the statutory limits of 
that assessment. | 

PROCEDURE. 


5. The Local Committee shall elect a Chairman who shall 
preside at the Meetings of the Committee. If the Chair- 
man is absent from any mecting the members present shall 
choose one of themselves to preside, and that member shall, 
for the time being, have all the powers of the Chairman. 

6. The Local Committee may appoint a clerk, and such 
clerk may take proceedings on behalf of the Local Com- 
mittee in a Court of Summary Jurisdiction. 

7. The Local Committee may act through Sub-Committees 
appointed by the Local Committee, consisting of members of 
the Local Committee, and containing one woman member 
and adequate representation of Labour in each case, and 
such Sub-Committee shall have all the powers of the Local 
Committee under these regulations other than the power 
to take proceedings before a Court of Summary Jurisdic- 
tion. In any case in which the Sub-Committee consider that 
proceedings should be taken they shal! report to the Local 
Committee, who may act on their report. These Regula- 
tions shall so far as applicable apply to such Sub- 
Committees. 

8. The quorum of the Local Committee, or of any Sub- 
Committee of the Local Committee, shall be such number of 
members not being less than three as the Local Committee 
may decide. 

Y. All complaints to the Local Committee shall be heard 
in public, unless the Local Committee in any particular case, 
due regard being given to the interests of the parties and 
to all the circumstances of the case, direct that the com- 
plaint or any part of the proceedings thereon shall be 
heard in private; provided always that the Local Com- 
mittee may exclude the parties and the public at any time 
during the hearing of a complaint for the purpose of con- 
ferring upon any question affecting the decision of the 
complaint. 

10. Questions before the Local Committee shall be decided 
by a majority of such of the members of the Committee as 
are present and vote, but a member shall not take part in 
the consideration of, or vote upon any question relating to, 
a complaint where he is a trade competitor of the person 
against whom the complaint has been lodged (in this part 
referred to as the Respondent), or in which such member 
is otherwise personally interested; and a member shall not 
vote on any question affecting the decision of the complaint 
unless he has been present throughout the proceedings 
upon the hearing of the complaint. 


11. In the event of an equality of votes the Chairman 
shall have a second or casting vote. 


12. The Board of Trade may, if they think fit, prescribe 
notices and any other documents or forms which may he 
used for facilitating the proceedings of the Local Com- 
mittee in the operation of the Act. 

13. Notices and other documents required to be delivered 
to the Local Committee shall be sent to the office of the 
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clerk to the Local Committee, and may be delivered at, or 
sent, by post to, that office. Notices required to be sent 
to a complainant or to a respondent may be sent by post 
to or delivered at such person’s usual or last known place 
of abode. 

14. Unless etherwise directed in any case by the Board 
of Trade, a complaint shall be made to the Local Committee 
for the district or area in which the sale or transaction 
complained of took place. 


LODGING AND HEARING OF COMPLAINTS. 


15. The complaint shall be made in writing to the office 
of the clerk to the Local Committee, and shall be delivered 
at, or sent by post so as to be delivered at, that office 
within four days of the date of the sale or transaction 
which is the subject of the complaint. 

16. The written complaint shall be considered by the 
Local Committee, and in any case in which the Local Com- 
mittee are of opinion that the complaint does not give the 
required particulars, or does not disclose prima facie 
grounds for hearing the complaint, it shall be competent 
to the Local Committee (a) after giving the complainant 
an opportunity of being heard to dismiss the complaint 
without calling upon the respondent; or (b) to notify the 
complainant that unless further and better particulars cr 
grounds of complaint, as the case may be, be given, the 
complaint will be dismissed; and in the latter case unless 
such further and better particulars, or grounds of com- 
plaint, as appear te the Committee to justify further action 
on their part, are delivered to them not more than three 
days after such notification has been sent to the complain- 
ant, or within such extended time as may be allowed by the 
Local Committee, the complaint shall De dismissed. 

Complaints delivered after the expiration of the fourth 
day after the date of the sale or transaction complained of 
shall be dismissed forthwith. 

17. If on the preliminary investigation or consideration 
of the complaint, the Local Committee are satisfied that a 
prima facie cause of complaint has been disclosed, the Local 
Committee shall hear the complaint, and at least three days 
before the hearing of the complaint shall send to the com- 
plainant and to the respondent notice in writing of the 
date and place fixed for the hearing. 


l8. For the purpose of ascertaining the facts relevant to 
the decision ot the complaint the Local Committee shall 
hear such witnesses as they think fit, provided that they 
shall in all cases give the complainant and respondent an 
opportunity of being heard. 

19. The Local Committee may summon to appear before 
them any person whom they wish to examine, and whose 
evidence may in their opinion be relevant to the complaint 
under investigation, and may call for the production of any 
documents relevant to the complaint. 


20. The complainant and respondent may conduct their 
own case beiore the Local Committee, or may be represented 
by persons appointed by them for that purpose. 


21. The Local Committee shall have power to require any 
person appearing before them to give evidence on oath, and 
shall have power to authorise any person to administer an 
oath for the purpose. 


22. If upon the hearing of the complaint the Local 
Committee are satisfied that a profit has been made, or has 
been sought, on the salo or offer for sale of an article 
which is, in view of all the circumstances, unreasonable, 
the Local Committee shall declare the price which would 
yield a reasonable profit, and shall require the seller to 
re-pay to the complainant any amount paid by the com- 
plainant in excess of such price, and they may take pro- 
ceedings against the seller before a Court of Summary 
Jurisdiction. Provided always that in declaring the price 
which would yield # reasonable profit a rate of profit which 
does not exceed the fair average rate earned by persons in 
the same way of business as the seller upon the sale of 
similar articles under pre-war conditions shail not be 
deemed unreasonable. 

23. If, on the hearing of the complaint, the Local Com- 
mittee are not satisfied that an unreasonable profit has 
been made or sought, they shall dismiss the complaint. 


24. The decision of the Local Committee upon a com. 
piaint shall be forthwith communicated in writing by the 
Local Committee to the complainant and to the respondent. 

25. Any seller aggrieved by any order or decision of the 
Locai Committee other than a decision to take proceedings 
before a Court of Summary Jurisdiction may appeal to the 
Appeal Tribunal for the Area against the decision of the 
Local Committee by delivering to the Local Committee in 
the prescribed form in duplicate a notice of appeal, not 
later than three clear days after the decision in writing 
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of the Local Committee shall have been delivered to the 
complainant and respondent, or within such extended time 
as, for good reasons shown, the Local Committee may allow. 

The Local Committee shall thereupon send to the com- 
plainant the duplicate notice of appeal. If an appeal is 
duiy made from the decision of the Local Committee 
action on any order made by the Local Committee respecting 
such decision shali be suspended until the decisien of the 
Appeal Tribunal has been duly communicated to the Local 
Committee. 

26. The Local Committee shall, in any case in which notice 
of appeal is given, send forthwith to the Appeal Tribunal 
for the Area the notice of appeal and the written complaint, 
together with any documents in the possession of the Local 
Committee relating to the complaint, and the Local Com- 
mittee may indicate the reasons for their decision. 


27. The Local Committee shall furnish to the Appeal 
Tribunal any other inforniation respecting the decision of 
the Local Committee upon any complaint which is the 
subject of an appeal to the Appeal Tribunal, and may 
appoint a member of the Local Committee or some other 
person duly authorised in that behalf to appear and place 
before the Appeal Tribunal the grounds upon which the 
Local Committee came to the decision which is the subject 
of the Appeal. 

28. A Register shall be kept by the Local Committee 
recording the decisions of the Local Committee and of any 
Sub-Committee on each complaint, together with a copy 
of the complaint. 


CoMPLAINTS RELATING TO ARTICLES OF Ioop AND DRINK. 


29. Complaints relating to profiteering or alleged profiteer. 
ing arising out of the retail sale of any article or class of 
articles of food or drink to which the Act may be applied 
shail be referred by the Local Committee to a special Sub- 
Committee of the Local Committee, and shall be in- 
vestigated, heard, and determined by such special Sub- 
Committee, who for that purpose shall have all the powers 
of the Local Committee by whom the complaint has been 
referred except the power to take proceedings before a 

lourt of Summary Jurisdiction. 

30. The special Sub-Committee shall consist of five 
members, of whom not less than three shall be members of 
the Local Food Control Committee. 

31. The preceding Regulations except Regulations 13, 14 
and 15, shall, so far as applicable, apply in the case of the 
special Sub-Committee with the substitution of ‘‘Special 
Sub-Committee” for ‘‘Local Committee.”’ 


PART II. 
APPEAL TRIBUNALS. 


32. There shall be Appeal Tribunals acting within such 
areas as the Board of Trade may appoint, consisting of 
such persons as may be appointed for the purpose by the 
Board of Trade. 


33. The Appeal Tribunals may act through committees 
appointed by the Appeal Tribunal consisting of members 
of the Appeal Tribunal. 

34. The Appeal Tribunal! shall elect a Chairman, who shall 
preside at the meetings of the Tribunal, provided that in 
Scotland the Sheriff if a member of an Appeal Tribunal 
shall be Chairman. If the Chairman is absent from any 
meeting the members present shall choose one of themselves 
to preside, who shall have all the powers of the Chairman. 


35. The Regulations contained in the preceding para- 
graphof these Regulations shall, so far as applicable, apply 
in the case of the Appeal Tribunal with the substitution of 
**Appeal Tribunal”’ for ‘‘Local Committee’? and ‘‘Appellant’’ 
for ‘‘Respondent.”’ 


36. As soon as may be after receiving a notice of appeal 
the Appeal Tribunal shall fix a date for the hearing of the 
appeal, and at least three days before the date fixed the 
Appeal Tribunal ‘shall send to the appellant and to the com- 
plainant, and to the Local Committee whose decision is the 
subject of the Appeal, notice in writing of the date and 
place fixed for the hearing of the appeal. 

37. On the hearing of the appeal, the Appeal Tribunal 
may dismiss the appeal, and confirm the decision of the 
Local Committee, or may vary the decision as to them 
seems just, and may declare the price which would yield a 
reasonable profit, and require the seller to repay to the 
complainant any amount paid by the complainant in excess 
of such price. 


38. The decision of the Appeal Tribunal shall be forth- 
with communicated in writing to the appellant, and to the 
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complainant, and to the Local Committee against. whose 
decision the appeal has been made, 

39. A record of the decision of the Appeal Tribunal on 
each appeal shall be entered in a register of appeals to be 
kept for the purpose. 


NON-FERROUS METALS. 
The following particulars are published of the stocks 
(exclusive of old Metal and Scrap) in this country in 
possession of the Minister of Munitions on Ist September, 
1919 :— 





Tons. 
etiicinidgictninncipebnndesninns 28 ,049 
A AIEEE Said dscavecscxssscaneuns 20,041 
RN MIE aves cctnencenspesenees 10,963 
RE, 1. 52, <ccdcenweeasenmneneskin 10,232 
DE EE inte cndscnneccentcuneneson 84,057 
Screens mew rr sm retnT 2,374 
Antimony Regulus ..................68. 3,356 


N.B.—It must be noted that a proportion of the above 
stocks has already been sold to the Trade for forward 


delivery. 








THE NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT. 
Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, 
Sub-Section 7 of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 
1918, and No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders No. 
265 of 1918 Non-Ferrous Metal Industry that licences 
under the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act have been 
granted by the Board of Trade to undermentioned com- 
panies or individuals :— 
Hill Brothers (London), Ltd., 5, Fenchurch Street, E.C.3. 
Laubenburg, C. H. and Co., 58, Cambridge Street, Birming- 
ham. 
Lidgerwood, Ltd., Friars House, New Broad Street, E.C.2. 
McPherson, Percival George, 36, Lime Street, E.C.3. 
Maule, Ronald Percy, 2, Adelaide Chambers, Swansea. 
Michael, Sassoon Hay, 5, Broad Street Place, E.C.2. 
Sager-Richards, Ltd., Woodbottom Works, Luddenden- 
foot, 5.0., Yorks. 
Trost Bros., 26, Little Park Street, Coventry. 
Varipati, Etienne, 33, Rood Lane, E.C.3. 
PITWOOD SUPPLIES: WITHDRAWAL OF 
RESTRICTIONS. 





The Controller of Coal Mines announces that the restric- 
tions on the removal of pitwood from the No. 1 pitwood area 
are now relaxed, and general licences will be granted on 
application to the Coal Mines Department. 

Letters should be market ‘‘ Pitwood,’’ and addressed to 
the Hotel Windsor, Victoria Street, Westminster. 


_ 
—— 


Commercial Returns. 


CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 13th 
September, 1919, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
previous years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


























Average Price. 

Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

s. d. s. d. s. d. 

Week ended 13th Sept., 1919...) 73 5 92 5 62 4 
Corresponding week in— 

aw ww. «a4 29 6 19 10 

1913... - ee st ae 30 9 17 11 

1914 .. an - ..| 38 3 29 5 23 8 

1915... _ es ..| 42 9 39 0 26 4 

1916... “* - ..| 59 11 52 6 30 9 

1917 .. - ie | ma Fe 57 2 45 0 

1918 .. wn - -. ww 6 60 1 49 2 








*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that 
where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
local Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure than 
the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure, 
that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial 
bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every 


bushel of oats. 











American 
Brazilian 
East Indian 
Egyptian 
Miscellaneous 


Total 


American 
Brazilian 
East Indian 
Egyptian 
Miscellaneous 


Total 


American 
Brazilian 
East Indian 
Egyptian 
Miscellaneous 


Total 


American 
Brazilian 
East Indian 
Egyptian 
Miscellaneous 














Month of August 


ae ee 


Sal tesa 














COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
August, and January to August. 


Return of the Number of Bal] 
Exported, Forwarded {1 
and Returned to Ports, 
months ended Angust, 1919, compared 
periods of 1918. 


es of Cotton Imported and 
om Ports to Inland Towns, 

during the month and eight 
with the corresponding 





| . , 
| Eight months ending 


August. 
_— —-—---e 
































1918. | 1919. | 1918. 1919. 
= A kane Rei A ee 
IMPORTS. 

a -eesnnstengtontmeioe a 
123,709 | 239,683 || 1,211,087 | 1,783,333 
1,070 374 | 8,989 12,815 
5,667 18,517 | 109,413 36,833 
9,555 44,933 | 398,552 | 288.3827 
17,800 | *42,822 | 91,894 | $161,810 
.| 157,801 | 347,329 1,819,435 | 2,283,618 
Exports. 
strong ) sents aicsaiapeal 
— | 3,639 || 175 | 90,133 
in 374 | a | 572 

6,164 | — | 29,494 
3,395 150 45,6283 
— | 14261 | 325 | 98,412 











FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 























Total v 














177,799 170,223 || 1,239,336 | 1,311,071 
1,£03 5,820 27,430 40,612 
3,543 3,603 45,641 26,887 

20,547 34,768 290,926 218,570 
6,399 11,328 69,851 61,651 
210,091 225,742 || 1,673,184 | 1,658,791 


FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports. 











434 


164 





61 lt 9,820 884 
219 — | 2116 at 
154 50 7.531 215 

| 19,467| 1,099 


*Including 286 bales British West Indian, 277 bales British 
West African, 1,802 bales British East African, and 40 bales 
Foreign East African. 

tIncluding 6,903 bales British West Indian, 7,618 bales 
British West African, 12,265 bales British East African, and 
4,968 bales Foreign East African. 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 37 weeks ended 11th September, 





























~ 





1919 :— 

Week | 37 Weeks| Week |37 Weeks 
ended § ended /| ended | ended 

oe llth Sept.,l1th Sept ,|l1th Sept.,/ 11th Sopt., 
1919. 1919. | 1919. | 1919. 

. Imports. | Exports. 
Bales. Bales. Bales. | Bales. 

American 109,562 2,020,263 4,017 24,445 
Brazilian ' 930 13,892 — 572 
East Indian .. 6,628 101,250 1,772 33,010 
Egyptian --| 17,773 349,284 828 46,674 
Miscellaneous i 316* 174,341 f| — 2,585 
Total 135,209 2,659,030 | 6,617 | 107,286 





*Including 314 bales British West Indian. 
tIncluding 7,217 bales British West Indian, 8,102 bales 
British West African, 12,265 bales British East African, and 
4,972 bales Foreign East African. 
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Commercial Returns. 





RAILWAY RETURNS FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM, 
Summary for the Years 1916, 1917 and 1918, 


SEPTE 


(a) Patp-vr Capitan, with AVERAGE RATES OF DivIpEND OR INTEREST THERBON. 
(The figures in italics show the nominal additions to capital, included in the figures in Roman type). 








1916. | 1917. 


Average Rate | Average Rate 
per cent. of | per cent. of 
Dividend Dividend 
or Interast. or Interest. 


Amount. 


Amount. 








ee 2 | 


Thousand £ Thousand £ 


Engiand and Wales :— 
Ordinary ow 


400,014 400,145 


MBER 18, L919. 


1918. 


Average Ratc 
per gent. of 
Dividend 
or Interest. 





Thousand £ 


400,257 


Preferential 
Guaranteed 


Loans 


Debenture Stock .. 


Total 


Scotiand :— 
Ordinary 
Preferential 
Guaranteed 


Loans 


Debenture Stoek .. 


Total 


tretand :—- 
Ordinary 


Preferential 
Guaranteed. . 


Loans 


Debenture Stock .. 


Total 
United Kingdem :— 


Ordinary 
Preferential 
Guaranteed. . 


Loans 


Debenture Stook .. 


66,131 
203,054 
$7,671 
102,566 
14,521 
11,277 


304,618 
$1,030 


36,864 
303,118 
37.670 
102,665 
14; 521 
11,348 


305,479 
41,030 


16,3869 
303,129 
37,671 
102,564 
14,521 
11,244 
305,544 
$1,030 








3°39 





1,121,569 
149,858 


1,122,655 
149,416 





1,122,778 
149,581 











79,059 
37 GSI 
52,575 
6,295 
16,044 
2,700 
2,161 
38,134 
3,316 





187,973 
60000 


79,115 
37,749 
52,575 
6,299 
16,044 
2,700 
1,933 


38,134 
3,316 





79,158 
37,788 
52,672 
6,295 
16,044 
£,700 
1,715 
38,164 
3,316 


a 








187,801 
50,0956 





3°79 


—-) ——— eee 


2°00 
3°96 
3°99 
5°08 
3°59 





187,653 
50,099 


3°07 











15,423 


140* 


6,929 


5,741 
142 
273 


11,311 
207 


15,423 
140 
6,929 


5,741 
142 
273 


11,812 
207 


15,423 
140* 
6,929 


/ 
5,74] 
142 
265 
11,312 


bi / ) 7 








39,677 
B16 





494,406 
98,680 
362,568 
48.973 
124,351 
17,363 
13,711 
354,098 
44,558 


39,678 


21 6 


39,670 
216 


4°20 
3°98 
4°08 
4°16 
4°01 


4°09 





*47 
‘61 
“00 
‘79 


“44 


494,683 
93 859 
362,622 
48,972 
124,350 
17,868 
13,554 


354,925 
44,965 


494,578 
94,007 
352,630 
48,973 
124,349 
17,3868 
13,224 
356,020 
44,553 


Tj rete 
| 


| 3°84 
3°66 
4°01 
3°88 
3°43 





1,349,219 


3° 


oO 


55D 





1,350,134 


1,350,101 


3°70 











199,569 199.747 





199,896 





* Nominal Decrease. 
() Revenve Rectrirts ARD EXPENDITURE. 








1916. 
Thousand £ 


1917 


Thousand £ 


1918. 
Thousand £ 





Engiand and Wales :—Total Receipte 
Expenditure 
Net Income 
Proportion of W Working Expenditure to Total Recei cipts 
Scottand :—Total Reosipts 


132,079 
87,853 
44,226 
67 % 
17,078 


143,546 
98,775 
44,770 
69 % 
18,856 


Expenditure 
Net Income 
Proportion of W orking Expenditure to Total Receipts 
Ireland :—Total Receipts : 
Expenditure 
Net Income , 
Proportion of W orking Expenditure to Total Receipts 
United Kingdom :—Total Receipts - re 
Expenditure 
Net Income 
_ Proportion of Working Expenditure to Total Receipts 








SrarisTicaL ‘Daranrunrr, BoaRD OF F TRADE, 


12,759 
6,097 
68 % 
6,320 
4,480 
1,860 
71%, 
168,721 
115,994 
52,727 
69% 





167,610 
121,698 
45,912 
13% 
21.991 
15,847 
6,144 
72% 
7,692 
5,797 
1,895 
75%, 
197,293 
143,342 
53,951 
138%, 








68, Vicrorra Srrzzt, §.W. 1. 








